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SYNOPSIS 

The study is concerned with the planning implications arising 
ft 

from the establishment of Janawesa Settlements in Sri Lanka, which was 

introduced recently to settle landless youth in a collective ownership 

basis in the Vested Land. 

The discussion in the study has been carried out in 3 parts. 

Part I is introductory. It introduces the background to the establishment 

of Janawesas in Sri Lanka. This gives a brief historical perspective of 

the land policies which was introduced periodically and the impact of 

such policies. It also describes the existing organised settlement 

schemes in Sri Lanka. A comprehensive description of the Land Reform 

Law 1972 and its Amendment Law of 1975 is also included in this part. 

In addition, this part also focuses attention of the concepts which led 

to the establishment of the Land Reform Law, and the physical take over 

of Vested Land. 

Part II comprises the analytical portion of the study. It begins by a 
* 

critical evaluation of the present Janawasa Bill x/hich Has recently 

passed by the National State Assembly. The concept of collective 

ownership in settlement planning which is the basic concept of Jana­

wasa is discussed in this part with special references to the development 

of collective farms in China. The Specific Planning issues of Janawasas 

as identified in the recent Survey is also incorporated in this Part. 

Part III of the study comprises the conclusions and recommendations. 



4 
CONTENTS 

SYNOPSIS. 

LIST OF CONTENTS 

LIST OF TABLES. 

LIST OF MAPS & FIGURES 

INTRODUCTION 

PART I - BACKGROUND TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 
JANAWASAS IN SRI LANKA. 

CHAPTER I- HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE OF LAND 
POLICIES AND ORGANISED SETTLEMENT 
SCHEMES IN SRI LANKA. t 2 

CHAPTER 2- THE ESTABLISHMENT OF LAND REFORM. jg 

CHAPTER 3- LAND REFORM LAW 1972 & ITS AMENDMENT 
ACT OF 1975. 34 

PART II - THE PROBLEMS OF SETTLEMENT PLANNING 
& ITS ANALYSIS. 

CHAPTER 4- ESTABLISHMENT OF THE JANAWASA LAW. 47 

CHAPTER 5- THE CONCEPT OF COLLECTIVE OWNERSHIP 
IN SETTLEMENT PLANNING. 59 

CHAPTER 6- SPECIFIC PLANNING ISSUES OF JANAWASAS 
AS INDGNTIFIED IN A SELECTED REGION. ?Q 

CHAPTER 7- CONCEPTUAL BASIS FOR FUTURE PLANNING 
OF JANAWASAS. 88 

PART III - CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS. 

CHAPTER 3- CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS. 96 

APPENDIXES- APPENDIX I 99 

APPENDIX II loo 

BIBILIOGRAPHY. . . . jol 

111 

iv 

v 

vi 



V/ 

LIST OP TABLES 

I. Land Alienation under land development schemes .... Io 

2. Population of Sri Lanka in Census Years (I87I-I97I) ... . 21 

3. Pattern of Land holdings in Sri Lanka .... 22 

4. Vested Land in the Land Reform Commission in '72 .... 30 

5. District breakdown of vested land in 1975 31 

6. Distribution pattern of vested lands in 1972 .... 32 

7. Management pattern of lands vested under 1975 Amendment 

Law .... 33 

8. District breakdown of Janawasa Settlements .... 55, 

9. Distribution of land by class before Land Reform 

in China 63 

IO. Status of Farmers before and after Land Reform in 

China .... 64 

II. Growth trends of Population in Kurunegala District .... 73 

12. Extent of the Janawasas selected for the study .... 74 

13. Relative distance of selected Janawasas from 

Kurunegala town.... 75 

14. Land use pattern of the selected Janawasas 75 

15. Description of members iti;the selected Janawasas .... 77 

16. Employed labourers in the selected Janawasas 77 

17. Housing units in selected Janawasas 81 

• 

4 



LIST OP MAPS 

(1) Major Colonisation schemes in Sri Lanka I 2 

(2) Cultivated Land in Sri Lanka 2 0 

(3) Sri Lanka - Administrative Districts 7 * 

( 4 ) Location of Janawasas in Kurunegala District 7 6 

( 5 ) Sri Lanka - Communication network 7 8 

(6) Housing Layout MODDER JANAWASA 8 2 

LIST OF FIGURES 

1. Sri Lanka Population explosion in the Recent Decades 2.3. . 

2 . Organisational Chart of Janawasas '•-
According to the Janawasa Law 5 2 

3. Present Organisational Chart of Janawasas 8 Q 

4. Settlement Model & Planning Model to Establish 
New Concept for Janawasa Settlements 


