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ABSTRACT

In the present study, a review was carried out on the wayside tree Colombo city. In

addition, a structural interview was carried out with the relaxants authorities including

government and non governmental institutions.

First chapter of the dissertation introduce the brief history of the wayside trees in Sri

Lanka emphasizing different historical periods ruled by native and foreign rulers. The

review indicated that there was a trend of integration of wayside trees in to a number of

developments scheme.

The second chapter and evaluation of way side trees of Colombo City was also made and

there was drastic change in the planting of wayside trees with the introduction of modern

construction in the city. Most of the wayside trees in the Colombo city have been

evidence that the colonial rulers have paid an attention to preserve the wayside trees. In

addition, there were roadside tree plantation plan during the time of foreign ruling and

after the independence.

The chapter tree briefly dealt with the wayside tree landscaping special reference to

management of wayside trees. The review indicates that there is no appreciable level of

the management of wayside trees attempted by local government, authorities in Colombo

city. This may be due to the lack of finance, labours force, expertise and inefficient

communication between the relevant authorities.

Chapter four in the dissertation focuses the issues related to the wayside trees in the

Colombo city. There are number of contributive factors in these issues, namely

population increase, illegal encroachment, urbanization, and industrialization let to

minimize the biodiversity in the city area. The earth slip, water logging, root damaging

and water stress can be let to death of road tress and increase the risk of natural disasters.

The beneficial effect of the wayside tree plantation let to minimize the industrial and

vehicular CO2 emissions and create the microclimatic effect in Colombo city.



The chapter five discuses the main importance of the wayside trees in Colombo city. In

this chapter, a comparison of different forms of roadside tree plantation in the Colombo

city with the similar forms found in else ware.

The sixth chapter of the dissertation briefly discusses the major uses of the wayside trees

in general and points out the importance of strengthening landscape policy. A progress of

wayside tree plantation of Colombo city also discusses and it was reveal that there was an

increasing trend in tree plantation within the city. The study suggests that wayside tree

plantation should be carried out with proper national plan under the supervision of

government organizations with the support of the NGOs. In addition it should be worthy

to seek advisors from landscape expertise and botanists in planning the plantation of

wayside trees in Colombo city and elsewhere in the country.

II



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I am deeply indebted to my supervisor Archt. Ms. Shiranee Balasooriya Senior Lecture,

Department of Architecture, for her guidance, valuable suggestions comments and

indispensable help extended. throughout the project and to Landscape Archt. Mr. Susira

Udalamaththa, Lecturer and Year Coordinator of the 151 year M. Sc., Department of

Architecture, for his comments, criticism and continuous monitoring which encourage me

to complete the study. My sincere thanks are also due to Archt. Dr. Harsha Munasinghe,

Head, and Department of Architecture for his assistance and valuable information given

during the preparation of the dissertation.

Though living very faraway, yet very close to me, Dr. John Byrom for guiding me

throughout the writing of dissertation, providing of necessary framework to apply and

taking pain for checking the document thoroughly for the required standard. Archt. Mrs.

Shereen Amendra, Lecture, for her valuable comments and help given during writing the

dissertation in Postgraduate First Year. Iwould like to extend my sincere thank to Dr. S.

Somaratne, Department of Botany, the Open University of Sri Lanka, Nawala, Nugegoda

for encouraging me from the beginning of the research project and for his suggestions

and valuable criticism on the manuscript. Dr. S. Ranwala, Department of Botany,

University of Colombo, is highly acknowledged for her guidance and provision of

necessary information to make this dissertation a complete one.

The Librarian and the Library Staff, the University of Moratuwa and the staff of the

reading room of the Department of the Architecture for assisting me to trace necessary

reference materials and Miss. Malkanthi, and Mr. Champika Ariyawansa for their help in

capturing Colombo city in photographs.

III


