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A b s t r a c t 

E n v i r o n m e n t i s s u e s have played a n important part in recent y e a r s at the publ ic 

d e b a t e s b e c a u s e the h u m a n family and e n v i r o n m e n t faced a c o m m o n cha l l enge 

of surviving. 

A n e w a p p r o a c h to env ironmenta l protect ion is n o w avai lable t h a n k s to the 

d e v e l o p m e n t of n e w internat ional s t a n d a r d s o n e n v i r o n m e n t a l m a n a g e m e n t , 

ISO 1 4 0 0 1 . The s tandard is lead to e n h a n c e the qual i ty of life a n d 

env ironmenta l r e q u i r e m e n t s through the s u s t a i n a b l e d e v e l o p m e n t of society, 

w h i c h involves the protect ions of e n v i r o n m e n t a n d by e n s u r i n g the h u m a n lives 

in hea l thy a n d safe env ironment . The i m p l e m e n t a t i o n of the env ironmenta l 

m a n a g e m e n t s y s t e m prescribed by ISO 1 4 0 0 1 c a n lead to good compl iance with 

env ironmenta l leg is lat ion a n d cont inua l i m p r o v e m e n t in the env ironmenta l 

performance . 

S tandardizat ion p lays a n important role in p r e s e n t trade b e c a u s e of i ts market 

va lue d u e to d e m a n d i n g of c o n s u m e r s . Most c o m p a n i e s wi th env ironmenta l 

i m p a c t s , like a s b e s t o s industry s e e k s the env ironmenta l s t a n d a r d s by 

i m p l e m e n t i n g env ironmenta l m a n a g e m e n t s y s t e m to overcome th is d e m a n d a s 

market p r e s s u r e . 

In Sri Lanka A s b e s t o s products , wh ich u s e for roofing indus try h a s no m u c h 

conf idents in i ts product ion p r o c e s s and u s a g e . The publ ic h a s no clear view 

a b o u t the a s b e s t o s even t h e s e p r o d u c t s are u s e d by t h e m . The producers of 

a s b e s t o s are still try to find w h a t are the more c o n v e n i e n t w a y s in every 

d irect ions , m a y in product quality, may in occupat iona l hea l th 8s safety, may in 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l safety to produce it in m u c h safer w a y s . The regulatory bodies 

have not def ined specif ic rules & regulat ions for th i s industry . 

The e n v i r o n m e n t a l m a n a g e m e n t s y s t e m i m p l e m e n t a t i o n wi th in ISO 1 4 0 0 1 

s tandard to the a s b e s t o s product ion p r o c e s s at s u c h factories a n d related 

s t u d i e s are m o s t effective w a y s to a s s e s & identify the occupat iona l , publ ic 

hea l th a n d e n v i r o n m e n t a l risk a s soc ia ted with a s b e s t o s product ions . The 

informed deta i l s by work he lps to propose the safer work pract i se & 

env ironmenta l s tandard to min imise its harmful effects. 
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