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ABSTRACT

It is a seeming paradox that the balance between society and built environment has a constant 

change as we evolve repeatedly, and our collective identity mean to facilitate new public spaces 

to boost our public life, as well re-shaping existing spaces. The public spaces we design directly 

or indirectly influence to our behavior, experiences and social interactions which in turn reflect 

how we respond to our built environment. Even though urban designing and planning paly wider 

role of this evolving procedure, sometimes some proposed design does not respond to the vital 

role of public spaces and unknowingly break the relationship between man and his environment 

by incorporating some ambiguous attributes.

This research aims to study the relationship between collective memory and public squares and 

the influence of public collective memory to shape and re-shape, to revitalize and utilize today’s 

public squares. The qualitative and quantitate data to answer the research questions 

gathered by conducting user survey, visual documentation and interviewing with community 

focus group.

were

The study is conducted through a close examination of the Republic Square of Male’ city, which 

was once prevailed with a strong sense of community, though today it is seen as an isolated piece 

of public realm. By combining the theoretical background with qualitative research and 

quantitative methods, the paper aims to provide a better understanding on the underlying issues 

and possible solutions. Findings indicate that the success of the public squares is based on the 

experiences and rationalities of the urban past as evidenced by the historical continuity which 

characterizes the relationship between collective memory of its people and the public spaces.

Key Words: Collective Memory, Public Space, Public Square, Male’, Sense of Belonging, 
Revitalization
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION: The Study of Collective Memory in Public Squares

The paradox of collective memory in contemporary writing argues that it is the complex social 

phenomenon that in turn alters our perception of urban public spaces with its positive and 

negative factors. In this study, collective memory refers to the shared memories of inhabitants 

about their shared past and expressions they made when remembering buildings, spaces and 

places of the past and present city living (Halbwach, 1992). The collective memory in relation to 

public square is the consideration to its key role in revitalizing and creating memorable urban 

public squares which leads to strengthen the sense of community and sense of belonging.

It is a seeming paradox that the balance between society and built environment has a constant 

change as we evolve repeatedly, and our collective identity mean to facilitate new public spaces 

to boost our public life, as well re-shaping existing spaces. Even though urban designing and 

planning paly wider role of this evolving procedure, sometimes some proposed design does not 

respond to the vital role of public spaces and unknowingly break the relationship between man 

and his environment incorporating novel attributes. For example, revitalizing and retrofitting of 

public squares seems extremely sensitive as it inevitably affects the habits of people, and their 

behaviors directly and indirectly by confusing and troubling them (Levy,2010). Because for them 

these spaces are parts of their collective memory and thus these spaces mean a little world, for 

them to remember forever (Halbwachs, 1950).

Therefore, there is a strong link between what we design today with the past. Hewison argues 

that, “The impulse to preserve the past is part of the impulse to preserve the self Without 

knowing where we have been, it is difficult to know where we are going. The past is the 

foundation of individual and collective identity; objects fi'om the past are the source of 

significance as cultural symbols. Continuity between past and present creates a sense of 

sequence out of chaos and, since change is inevitable, a stable system of ordered meaning 

enables us to cope with both innovation and decay “.(Hewison, 79# 7). People need to experience 

the feel of attached memories underneath them while they are moving, perceiving through these 

public spaces. Because it is nostalgia, rather than physical attributes, that plays a vital role in
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driving people to these public spaces. Therefore, it is very important to understand how people 

respond to public spaces, their behavior and their perception, which in turn might help urban 

designers, planners and architects to design better and memorable ones.

1.1 Research Problem and Questions

This research focuses on the reasons behind underutilized or declined public squares, and an 

analysis of collective memory will be emphasized, especially in terms of its influence on the 

public squares, hence, how people shape public squares with their past experience and nostalgia 

in the city. However, Collective memory discourse has been used in different studies, in different 

perspectives, diverse form of nationalism in history and political science to views of ritualization 

and commemoration in anthropology and sociology (Wilson, 2005).It is rarely explored that how 

it can be used in architecture or urban regeneration projects of collective memory today as well 

in relation to public spaces.

Public squares can be found in every major city in the world and it is regarded as the heart and 

soul of urban life. Cities such as New York City, Madrid, Amsterdam, Houston, Istanbul, 

Pittsburgh, Rome, San Francisco, and Sao Paulo, has world’s greatest public squares and which 

seems to have great sense of place and sense of belonging (PPS).Public squares have a vital role 

to play in the cities by connecting various elements, offering wide range of activities and it 

happened to be the starting point for all community, retail business and social activities. And 

they are favorite places to meet, talk, sit, relax, stroll, socialize and juxtapose (Webb, 1990). At 

least that’s the theory and that’s how it should be. So the main research questions are;

Why people are abandoning and neglecting some important and historically significant 

public squares? How do these underutilized public squares can affect public collective 

memory? How sense of collective memory in terms of accumulation is necessary in 

revitalizing and creating memorable urban public squares?

The collective memory which we built through public squares has a powerful and influential 

contribution to construct ideology and identity as well the history of the society rather than the 

geometry and shape of the squares and physical appearance and attributes (Levy, 2010). Since
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the collective memory is something intangible, and therefore it is easier to appreciate collective 

memory by its absence and rather than its presence. For example, the decline and emptiness of 

public squares signifies that lack of collectivity and sense community keeping away people from 

this spaces .Hence, this research is generally based on certain ideas such as the way people 

respond to public squares and how these squares in turn influence to construct our ideology and 

identity (e.g., design, accessibility, attractiveness, etc.). Influence our understandings of the 

world, our identities, our attitudes toward others, and our politics (Massey, 2005). However, 

there have been some limited efforts in using collective memory for facilitating urban 

regeneration projects or representing collective memory in architectural spaces or public places.

1.2 Aim of the research

The main aim of this study is to investigate how collective memory can be used in revitalizing 

underutilized or abandoned public squares, which plays a vital role in shaping and constructing 

our culture, ideology and identity as a whole. This study will evaluate the collective memory in 

both ways, in terms of it effectiveness as driving force to shape public squares as well decline of 

public squares.

For this purpose, the research addressed these objectives: -

(1) To identify the reasons why some urban squares are neglected and abandoned by its 

people.

(2) To argue that collective memory shapes public squares, where changes (for example; 

neglecting, abandoning) in the public squares, in turn influence to the public collective 

memory.

(3) To investigate how the revitalization of public squares effectively take into - account the 

collective memory responses to achieving successful urban public squares.

1.3. Structure of the Dissertation

The first chapter will introduce research question, aim of the study and outlines the methods 

which were used in this research, and the limitation of the study.

The second chapter will be discussing on, Public Square and Collective Memory, definitions and 

its relation to public spaces.
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The third chapter intent to understand the diverse and complex relationship of collective memory 

and Public Squares and how the space is perceived, defined, limited, and produced differently by 

the user and their behaviors.

The fourth chapter will explore the case study and portray research findings.

From the examination of case study and qualitative and quantitative research methods the fifth 

chapter will discuss about the key ideas.

The sixth or the final chapter will conclude the research. This chapter presents the conclusion 

from the previous chapters and as well as recommendations and suggestions for the research.

1.4. Method of the Study

This study made use of mixed methodology in relation to the theoretical concepts of collective 

memory formulated through literature review to see how sense of collective memory is important 

in activating underutilized public squares. The methodologies adopted for the study are as 

follows and will be discussed later in the research.

■ Preliminary Observation / Visual Documentation

■ User Survey

■ Interview with community focused group

1.5. Scope and Limitation of the study

This research study is focused on physical attributes, social aspects and sensory experience of 

public squares that influence to the transformation of the squares. The study limits the users and 

socio-cultural setting in the surroundings of the one of the largest and historically significant 

public spaces in Male’ Republican Square, the square is one of the historically significant public 

square which emerged during 19th century.
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CHAPTER 2

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK - PUBLIC SQUARES AS THE FORM OF

COLLECTIVE MEMORY

2.1. The Concept Public Squares

The emptiness of recently emerged public squares signifies something deeper and chaotic, rather 

than just to admit that it depends on the globalization which in turn leads to change life style of 

people. Perhaps it’s their collective memory and sense of community which drags them to these 

spaces as well leads to decline of public space life when missing these factors. This chapter will 

focus on the notion of public squares from ancient time to the contemporary world. One of the 

most helpful aspects of this background research was informally observing how people interact 

and engaged with some public spaces which encourages them to a spontaneous gathering and 

which are not. This will lead to understand how public squares were used and how they might be 

distinctive from other public spaces in the city (Levy,2010). Public Square is one typology of 

public spaces, where the street is another (Krier, 1979) and obviously one of the significant 

public spaces in an urban environment.

2.1.1. Definition and Notion of Public Squares

The definition of public squares has defined by several scholars with a number of various 

perspectives. In general, the term “Public Square” or “Urban Square” refers to “an open area 

usually located near urban buildings often featuring walkways, trees, shrubs, places to sit, and 

sometimes shops (Dictionary of Merriam-Webster).

Lynch defines Public Square as a paved area surrounded by civic buildings and adjoins major 

roads. Its important elements and features attar individuals and groups to mingle and juxtapose 

(Lynch, 1981; cited in Rimanova, 2010 ).Rem Koolhaas defines public squares as sites of the 

public forum where people can sit and communicate (cited in Annie Yung-Teen Chiu, 2004). 

Krier define public square as a space physically intersection of main roads, has fixed point of 

orientation and acts as a meeting place (Krier, 1979). However, he criticizes the contemporary 

squares as being incomparable to the ones created until the 20th century; and claims that 

“squares” today should be rediscovered (Krier, 1979). Moughtin defines a square or a plaza as an 

"area framed by buildings and an area designed to exhibit its buildings to greatest advantage”
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(Moughtin, 2003: cited in Liu, 2013). Like Moughtin, Webb’s notion about the square is it is a 

place where designated for gatherings, meetings, festival and other commercial activities and he 

describes the space as n ‘outdoor room’ (Webb, 1990).

Every community has its own terminology for public squares. For example Greek refers public 

squares as “Agora”, Italian use the term “Piazza”, Spanish refers “Plaza” for the large open 

spaces, Middle east use the term “Maidan”. However, with the above all the definition different 

terminologies depict one thing that, a square is publicly accessible, open spaces which covers 

variety of functions in various spatial organizations and it often tied to societies’ identity an 

collective memory. According to Zuker, the square is the central formative element in a town; 

where individual construct a collective formation, which makes them to feel sense of 

community. (Zucker, 1956)

Figure 1. A popular square in Copenhagen, Denmark. Source: placersustain

The concept of Public Square has not much been changed in contemporary world and has been 

distinguished in to four main characteristics of place “as being: 1) historical, 2) imbued with 

human identity, 3) relational and 4) charged with symbolic meaning” (Auge,1992 cited in Levy, 

2010). Public Squares have been one of the inevitable components which enhance urban 

livability and as the popular notion that regarded Public Square as the “heart and soul” in every
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city from ancient times to till the date. We can see public spaces everywhere, but the distinction 

between other public spaces and public square is which squares signify something more 

powerful components in urban public life than other public spaces. It differs from parks, park 

lets, beaches and other public spaces, because “a public square is that on a square, the citizen is 

not connected to manifestations of nature but to the heart of urban culture, history and memory” 

(Levy 2012). History provides various examples of how great public squares were emerged, 

evolved and transformed. The ancient squares are very much different from contemporary public 

squares or city squares, in terms of its defining elements, dominating activities and the 

relationship built between people. It’s one of the many reasons why the older and traditional 

squares are full of public sprits and more popular than recently emerged squares.

2.1.2. Historical Background of Public Squares

Public Square reflects our community, civic identity and ideology. In ancient time Squares have 

been locus of communal, political, social activities, and a place where urban public life takes 

place and construct civic identity and sense of community. It was the time when squares play 

multifunctional and diverse role in formulation of cultural identity and collective memory which 

reflects the true mark of civilization for example Greek and Roman public squares considered 

“full of life” and theater of the city. However the transformation from the ancient squares to 

contemporary city squares has gained more diverse and complex role and activities through time 

continuum.

Figure 2. Piazza S. Marco,Venice. 
Source: docshare.it
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Greek Agora

According to Zucker, that Ancient Greeks are the first to build a square named as Agora with the 

intention to form a spontaneous gathering to act as a forum and became symbol of public sphere 

(Zucker, 1959; Madanipour, 2003). It was 6000 years ago when Agora was invented and played 

an important role in political, social, cultural and economic arena as well “a place of assembly 

for the town’s people and a setting in which ceremonies and spectacles were performed” 

(Madanipour, 2003). The Agora was an open place in the city center where it is a great 

opportunity to offer all types of gatherings; “such as political meetings, athletic and musical 

games, theatre performances and commercial activities” (Memluk, 2013). According to Lewis 

Mumford, Agora is a “place of speech”, a busy bustling arena, where everything happens.
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Figure 4. Agora - The original of "Commons". Source: 
Spatial Frameworks (2011)Figure 3. Greek Agora. Source: IOCT

Roman Forum
With the impact of Greek Agora, Roman-planned forums and religious plazas represent other 

commonly cited ancient spaces (Ward-Perkins, 1974; Wycherley, 1976; Owens, 1991). However, 

Romans are much concerned about the social and urban issues in forming forums, rather than

Greeks artistic impression (Zucker, 1959). Although Forum has similar characteristics as Agora, 

Mumford finds that there are distinctive social and religious activities which occur in orderly 

way in Roman Forums than Greek Agora (Mumford, cited from Memluk, 2013). Most of the 

traditional Roman Forums are in circular fonnation for example, Piazza del Campo in Siena,
will and identity; it symbolizes the spirit of union and ofasthis spatial factor reflects a collective 

concord in a city historically beset by turf wars (Levy, 2010).
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Figure 5. Piazza del Campo, Siena: The main public 
civil square of the medieval town

Figure 6. Ariel view of Roman Forum, Source: 
Carlos (2011)

Squares in Industrial Cities

With the industrial revolution a rapid transformation and evolvement was seen in public squares. 

Zoning and over planning caused the motor vehicles to destroy the socio-cultural life of squares 

which leads to driving the peoples out from these spaces. This abrupt change of people life style 

in general, activities, travel pattern and functionalist urban planning altered the traditional role of 

the ancient public squares, and eventually the presence of people in public squares decreased. To 

tackle the dilemma old squares started to revitalized and new type of public squares started to 

emerge in accordance to the changing lifestyle of people. Other than the life style of people, 

especially the social, economic and political structure of the city were considered as main factors 

which affect the changing role of public squares at that time.

Public Squares Today
Today, in the globalization context the physical setting of the square is influencing with the rapid

became crowded with vehicular activities. Sinceexpansion of metropolitan areas. City centers 

political, protest gathering dominated the squares, it became more controlled and choreographed 

by governments and relevant authorities. With the influence of globalization public life is 

evolving as part of changing trends. For that it is very important ask question how these 

changing public life effect to public life in squares, where it has enormous impact that some of 

the present day squares seems empty, furthermore, the significant uses of public squares are
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diverse and mix of function as it use as a metaphor for all kinds of gathering rather than the 

traditional role of civic activities (Madanipour, 2003).

Nevertheless all this squares as forum, plaza’s amphitheaters are mean to do the same such as 

mingle with other people, share and hear stories, exchange information to construct a sense of 

community and collective identity. In some Europe, the squares were dominated by commercial 

activities especially for trading purposes as trade routes offered the opportunity for exchange of 

goods and ideas during community gatherings (ThejasJagannath, 2013).
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Figure 7. Madrids Public Square. Source: Ham (2012)

2.1.3 The importance roles and function of a Public Square

Many scholars and urbanists also point out the symbolic roles of public squares. According to 

Lewis Mumford, a city is a “theater of social action” and its crucial function is the acculturation 

and humanization of its inhabitants (Mumford, 1937) and for these purposes public squares, acts 

central formative element, makes thesociety “a community and not merely an aggregate of 

individuals” (Janicijevic, 2005;Zucker l959).Therefore, a good public square must function like
as a
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stage to make the ‘Social Drama” more richly significant, well-designed, intensifies and 

underlines the gestures of the actors and the action of the paly (Whyte, 1980; Mumford,1937).

Public squares play vital role in shaping and reshaping of today’s civic society because it acts as 

an epicenter where public can have wide range of opportunities for cultural expressions and 

community development (Francis, 1988). Furthermore, it acts as a “Collective Property” where, 

people can juxtapose and involve in various activities with sense of ownership and community 

(Racine, Jean-Bemard, 1999, cited from Levy, 2013). Therefore, the significant role and function 

of the squares may vary from city to cities however; this can be categorized in four perspectives.

1 - Socio-cultural perspective

2- Economic perspective

3- Psychological Perspective

4- Political Perspective

Public Squares as mean of Social and Cultural interaction - Socio-cultural Perspective

Public squares are remaining as the intersection, gathering and “genius loci” for both the 

pedestrian and vehicle traffic. Performing as the center of social interaction, public squares also 

play significant social roles by welcoming everyone; they bring together different groups of 

people regardless of their class, ethnic origin, gender and age, making it possible for them to 

intermingle (Madanipour, 1995) This makes a great opportunity for people to experience various 

leisure and outdoor activities to strengthen the social fabric and for a greater civic vitality where

citizens can engage in social activities. However, due to the rapid urbanization the walkability in 

the cities are very limited and this leads to the vanishing of traditional social life (The European 

Square Conference Report). Furthermore, Zucker speaks about the community engagement in
which is the central formative element in the town,public squares and he states; “it is the square 

which makes the community a community and not merely an aggregate of individuals” (Zucker,

1956: cited from Bibeva, 2012). The square is one place where citizen can feel the sense of
ing and experiencing historical perspective and ceremonialownership and community by engagin 

activities (PPS).
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The Square as a Market Place- Economical Perspective

From the ancient time to till the date public squares acts as a mediator for community’s 

economic well-being and it has been one of the essential elements of the public life. Ancient 

public squares are unique and highly valued retail mix environment, which identified as a special 

character of a square. Also retailing and commerce becomes a dominating feature in some public 

squares as the well-known fact of that existence of open and green spaces increases the real 

estate prices. In ancient time and present day as well there are different types of markets, for 

example, farmers markets, weekend market, festival market etc., happening in public squares. 

These markets are not only attracted by local residents but also the outsiders of the city as well 

(The European Square Conference Report). Market vendors another group of commercial 

activities significant in squares. These small kiosks, carts and car vans are and are highly valued 

by the local inhabitants. Djemaa el Fna in Morocco, Times Square in New York City and Daley 

Plaza in Chicago are one of the finest and well-known examples of Market Squares (The 

European Square Conference Report).

Figure 8. Market Square, Pittsburgh on of the greatest public square in 21s century. Source: 
planetizen
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Public Square as a form of Democracy - Political Perspective

The political peispective in Public Square’s role refers as an “epicenter of democratic 

expression , spontaneous political gatherings and protest (The Atlantic, 2014). Historically, it 

started as a form of '‘social movements”, where complex social problems such as crime, gender 

discrimination, employment rights etc. were raised and discussed. In this context, Habermas 

consider that public sphere as an abstract, discursive form of public space where diverse ideas, 

opinions and debates about issues of public interest are being carried out (Habermas, 1989). As 

the form of democracy in public squares, squares provide individuals an opportunity to engage in 

political participation through discussion, forming opinions and building consensus. In 

considering in a city it is a space for claiming rights for social groups, for example; students, 

civil workers and other marginalized groups etc.

Figure 9. Anti - government protest at Ukraine’s Independence Square. Source; Ford (2014)

According to Lynch and Rapoport public squares are open to all and accommodate ‘freely 

chosen’ and ‘spontaneous’ action of people (Lynch, 1992, Rapoport, 1977) therefore, various 

protests and movements increasingly use public squares considering it as a epicenter for political 

mobilization. However recent revolutionary activities (for example, Georgias Rose Revolution,
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Aiab Spring etc) were took place in public squares (The Atlantic, 2014). Red Square in Mosco, 

Thahrir Square of Cairo, and Tiananmen Square in Beijing and Independence Square in Ukrain 

of the famous squares for political gatherings and propaganda events (Castillo, 1994; 

Ford, 2014). In this context Fred Kent expressed as “We stopped building public squares in the 

post - war years also in part because of the fear of who would use them” (Fred Kent). However it 

does not mean that all the revolution and political gatherings are happen in public squares.

are one

Psychological Perspective

The evolving urban life and hectic work environment increase stress, which leads people to be a 

part of an extraordinary public life, where Public Square can offer the wide range of 

opportunities for mental emancipation. Visual landscape and environmental aesthetic offers 

unique role in layering psychological impact in public squares. A good public square contribute 

in rose and fell of individuals stress level by its surrounding built environment and activities, 

because it has a great psychological impact on the users of the place (Memluk, 2013). 

Furthermore, the squares mediate as a place for people experience the environment, relax and 

enjoy in a hustle and bustle of urban environment to overcome the stress and enjoy relaxation 

(Memluk, 2013). Since Public Squares are spaces where “community controlled” and offer 

greater civic vitality, and highly satisfied by the users of the square. Therefore, well planned and 

designed public squares offer “social connection and happiness' (PPS)

Individually, each of these perspectives are vital to function public space, however, combining 

all the four perspectives portray how public squares acts as a binding force between society and 

its people. Because public squares more than just physical but the impact for its social and

Figure 10. Pioneer Courthouse Square, Portland, 22 Figure
Oregon. Source: Friends of Living Plaza (2012) Source: Fnends of L.v.ng Plaza (2012)



psychological perspectives. Perhaps it’s a valid question that how cans the citizen be part of this 

revitalizing and gentrification process without memorizing the space.

2.1 Theorizing Collective Memory

The notion of collective memory began with the works of French Sociologist; Philosopher Emile 

Durkheim. In his seminal book, The Elementary Forms of the Religious Life (1912), he used the 

term “Collective Effervescence” as a transcendence of the individual and the profane into a 

united sacred group (Durkheim, 1921). However, Maurice Halbwachs a student of Durekheim 

later developed this discourse and use the tenn “collective memory” and its relation to time, 

space and history. After Halbwachs, literature gives different explanations from various 

academic disciplines and finds the concept of collective memory as an inter-disciplinary concept 

and its correlation between space and place making.

Several literatures have attempted to study various frameworks of collective memory in relation 

to urban space and place making. Some of it demonstrates in terms of its shapes and activities, its 

distinguishing attributes; how, where and when it is produced; how people make use of it in then- 

daily lives; how personal or individual memory contribute with performing public and 

performing memory. Summu believes that our collective memory tries to find meanings and the 

material sites are valued and experienced as entities that visualize our memories in the present 

(Sumnu, 2002).The collective memory of any society is vital important in preserving cultural 

identities, in bridging the past & the present

2.2.1Defections, Notions, Concepts and Forms of Collective Memory

Collective memory as ambiguous term, which various scholars, writers have attempted to define 

it in respect to different discipline, for example, sociology, psychology, anthropology etc.

In Oxford Dictionary Collective memory is defined as something that o group of people, passed

from one generation to the next (Oxford Dictionary).
“On Collective Memory”, Halbwachs defines collective memory as a

constructed socially through spatial imagery, a way that a group
In his influential book

social product which 
conceptualized the past while in the present (Halbwachs, 1992). He further explains that;
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Oui memories remain collective [...] and are recalled to us through others even though 

only we wer e participants in the events or saw the things concernedIn reality; 

never alone. Other men need not he physically present, since we always carry with us 

and in us a number of distinct persons (Halbwachs, 1980).

In defining the memory in another perspective German philosopher, Andreas Huyssen, states:

Today memory is understood as a mode of representation and belonging to the 

present "(Huyssen 2000).

Like Huyssen, Franklin Zaromb and Alon also define collective memory as a representation of 

the past that is shared by members of a group (Franklin Zaromb, 2013).

we are

Assmann correlate collective memory with politicized memory and describes

“Collective memory links the past and the future in a way that from a specific memory a 

specific claim, a clear norm for future action is derived” (Assmann, 2001).

However the term collective memory differ from discipline to discipline, for example some 

philosophers and their students use the teim as “ cultural memory” and some sociologists and 

other scholars refer it as “ social memory (Leiden University). In this research, the term 

collective memory will portray as a perpetually social phenomenon (in relation to urban public 

spaces); which acts as a bond tying members of the community to the eternal present and 

maintain their identity.

2.2.2. Distinguish between collective memory & individual memory

The dialectic between the collective memory and individual memory forms a complex

relationship when considering and relating these concepts with urban public space and place

making. The construction of identity, forming ideology and unity of a society is very much 

depending on with its collective memory. One problem of modem, western societies is

social memory—changed through historical events (Halbwachs,

how to

ritualize its changing 

1980).Therefore, the following section will briefly explain the distinction between collective

memory and individual memory.
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Individual Memory and Collective Memory

Halbwach distinguishes between collective memory and individual memory. He claims that there 

are no puiely individual memories (or he refers as “autobiographical” memories) which a person 

experience himself, or things that he is able to remember being presented for. (Halbwachs, 

1980). By explaining this he memorized how he experienced the city of London for the first 

time, while he was walking alone he felt that he is not alone. There are certain things, for 

example; architects, historians, artists mediate him to image the city (Dunidam, 2010). 

Halbwach states; “Many impressions during my first visit to London — St. Paul's, Mansion 

House, the Strand, or the Inns of Court - reminded me of Dickens’ novels read in childhood[ so I 

took my walk with Dickens. [...] I can [...] recognize in myself many ideas and ways of thinking 

that could not have originated with me” (Halbwachs, 1980 cited in Dunidam, 2010). In this 

sense, if an individual person visiting a place alone for the first time, he normally acquire 

information about the place through the means of media, books, maps, guides, conversation, 

stories etc. this means, when he is experiencing the place he is accompanying virtual group of 

friends with him and he has a mental map of the place. Therefore, his visit can only confirm what 

he stores through images and other means and is die experience definitely won’t be different or 

unique but rather a confirmation of what the person already knows.

is constructed within social structures andHalbwachs suggested that all individual memory
Families, friends, social groups etc. are the contexts where individual memory is 

gnized and ultimately it is the society where people acquire memories (Halbwach, 1992).He 

further argued that individual memories occur when the person has no contacts with any group 

and therefore it will be in his sleep where he will be in a “state of isolation” dius this memory

institutions.

reco

will be a images from his dreams. Since memory is a social phenomenon - Individual memory is
social fabric to strengthen the bond which binds thevery much dependent on society’s

of community and identity. In this context Halbwach

memories. It is also in
community members to construct sense 

further advocates that “it is society that people normally acquire their

and localize their memories (Halbwach, 1992).society they recall, recognize,

formed in social framework. Collective memory is something which 

into a single common past that all members of a
While individual memory is 

integrates various different personal pasts
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community come to remember collectively. Therefore, the notion of collective memory refers 

both to a past that is commonly shared and a past that is collectively commemorated (Misztal, 

2003). Halbwach points out that all the memories occur collectively in a social framework. He 

states, Our memories remain collective [...] and are recalled to us through others even though 

only we wei e pat ticipants in the events or saw the things concernedIn reality, we are 

alone. Other men need not be physically present, since we always carry with us and in us a 

number of distinct persons” (Halbwachs, 1980, cited from David Duindam, Universiteit 
Amsterdam).

never

van

Therefore, Collective memories are something which cannot be separated from social and 

psychological context. It means that reconstruction of the past always depends on present-day 

identities and contexts. “We cannot properly understand their relative strength and the ways in 

which they combine within individual thought unless we connect the individual to the various 

groups of which he is simultaneously a member ” (Halbwachs,). Here Halbwachs explains that, 

people in a group or nation share their collective memories and negotiate about them in an 

unconscious way, where it can act as a binding force between nation or community through time 

and space.

2.2 The Relation of Public Spaces and Collective Memory
Collective memory is a very broad phenomenon and especially in relation to urban public life it 

is somewhat complex. However it has a significant relationship with public squares, 

seek successful public spaces through their collective memories, because it contains strong 

attached images of past and nostalgic memories. That’s the reason why we see some people are 

so attached with such squares and they have a feeling that the place would never change and will 

always keep him company. Andreas Hussein argues that when a person experiencing a place it’s 

the idea, the story, the feeling of the place and his past experience which influence him to drag to 

the place rather than the physical and spatial organization of the space (Huyssen).

Societies

and scholars like, Jane Jacobs, Kevin Lynch, WilliamSeveral of influential urban planners 

Whyte, Ali Madanipour and Jan 
public life. They speaks how it influence to our everyday

Gehl discuss about the relationship between memory and urban
experience, what makes certain public
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space more activate, while others tend to decline and abounded. The roles of collective memory 

in urban public sphere and cities were explained by Aldo Rossi. According to Rossi, the “city is 

the locus of the collective memory of its people ” (Rossi, 1984). He uses phrase “the soul of the 

city” for describing the city’s history and introduces it as “the sign on the walls of 

municipium,the city’s distinctive and definitive character, its memory”(Rossi, 1984). Likewise 

Henri Lefebvre states that “the city is the setting where urban rhythm of everyday life is played 

out”(Lefebvre,) and the one place which this urban rhythm significantly portray is definitely will 

be a public space. In this sense, public squares can be defined as complicated environment with a 

set of interconnecting of physical, social and psychological aspects.

Physical Aspects - Physical Settings of the Square

It can be observed that, the reconstruction of collective memory happens when there is a major 

change in physical or social environment. In this context, the physical arrangements of the square 

recall and evoke the past events and memories that people frequently attached with and measure 

by the bonds attaching us to various groups of the society. Halbwachs (1992), one of the most 

influential philosophers on collective memory, stated that monuments and other topographical 

features are central in the formation of a collective memory and identity in the modem world 

(Halbwach, 1992), where Public spaces are characterized and distinguished by such elements 

which means Identity has always been related to physical space (Gehl,2001). Therefore, people 

build relationship with such elements and objects and acquire strong collective memory which in 

turn makes them to feel sense of place and sense of belonging.

t
I"
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Fig.™ 12, Five Elements of uK»n Pom »hich enable tbe use, to nndemmnd the envitonnten. throngh 

their collective memory. Source: Lynch, (1959)
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The role of collective memory in urban public spaces was related with process of remembering 

by Kevin Lynch. The theory of Kevin Lynches five elements concerned with establishing 

theoretical framework on how people experience and memorize their environment, how it affect 

people s ability to store and process their surrounding environmental information. Understanding 

how people memorize their surrounding environment through these elements and how it assist in 

finding better solutions to create and shape memorable public spaces. He relates this process of 

remembering with public images of that space, which consisting and overlying several individual 

images. (Lynch, 1960).These collections of images are vital and necessary for the individual as 

well for the group of people in order to perceive and experience the space without any confusion 

and ambiguity (Lynch, 1960). Lynch argues that collective memory through these images is 

something that is constituted by individuals’ experiences within the space itself and through its 

history and the environment (Lynch, 1960). Since, a vivid and integrated physical setting around 

and in the public squares are capable of producing a sharp, memorable image, it can furnish the 

raw material for the symbols and collective memories of group communication. In this context 

Lefebvre finds that “it is a living paradox, but if every-day familiarity makes us admit it, it does 

not allow us to see how absurd it is” (Lefebvre, 1991). People shape their public spaces through 

these images, memories and emotions, therefore, changes in the physical setting of a public 

square (by revitalizing, retrofitting or reconstructing) is one of the facts that cause discontinuities 

and urban memory loss and therefore it inevitably effect to the people to decline the squares.

Psychologists suggest that changes of physical setting or objects in built environment can cause a 

mental equilibrium and it depends on how frequently these changes occur. They also advocate 

that much mental illness is accompanied by a breakdown of contact between thought and things. 

This happens when the person is unable to recognize familiar objects; it makes the total

environment unfamiliar, ambiguous and strange to 

points and objects. According to Halbwach, “Any inhabitant for whom these old walls, rundown

little universe, who has many remembrances fastened

him with the lacking of familiar reference

homes, and obscure passageways create

to these images now 
regrets they could not last at least for his lifetime.” (Halbwach, 1950).

obliterated forever, Feels a whole part of him dying with these things and
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Public spaces are characterized and distinguished by such elements which means Identity has 

always been related to physical space. Therefore, public spaces become the guiding thread of the 

entire complex urban structure. Collective memory will help to form, shape and transformation 

of public spaces through historically, culturally and ideologically. Therefore, In short, it can be 

said that collective memory can form the public space and give identity and meaning to its 

Furthermore, Waxam believes that how individual perceive the environment is unique for him 

and he therefore link it with his past experiences. He states “Attachment to place is a set of 

feelings that emotionally binds people to a particular place” (Waxman). Stone of the city 

(museums, monuments, palaces, etc.) represented material traces of this historical past, and 

history was the background of modernity

user.

Socio-cultural Aspects - Activities and Activity Pattern

Social aspect refers to the activities and intangible features that are strongly connected with the 

people and to their public life. Public squares are complex public environments where diverse 

ethnic and cultural as well as a place for social interaction that facilitates the exchange of words 

between people who are not likely to intermingle relative to their social groups. These groups 

give different meaning to these spaces and thus it in turn reflect their society and influence on 

constructing their ideology and identity (Madanipour,2003). Since collective memory, which 

favorably and unfavorably influences social interaction, people are able to engage positively in 

the activities and other people and success of urban spaces.

Public squares are the representation of society, individuals and groups participating social and 

public life (Madanipour, 2003). Since collective memory as a socially manifested phenomenon, 

it can strongly affect to the activities, the interaction occurred in Public Square. Because this 

participatory activities reflects the degree of how individuals and groups has the right to use the 

restrictions. The utilization of space withspace with their own perception without any 

spontaneous activities defines the space and gives a strong meaning. The notion of public square
and external space, it has greatest accessibility, sense of

which brings the diverse community together and socialized
has always been tied to as an open 

ownership and civic vitality
(Lefebvre 1991). The daily activities in public squares, for example, the children playing 

the fountain; the old man enjoying the shades of a huge tree o, sitting on a stone bench; the

near
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beggar squatting by the landmark will greatly affect the to produce a strong collective memory 

which in turn a necessity to form a successful memorable public square. Therefore, conservation 

and the representation of citizens’ collective memory will enhance the social sustainability and 

facilitate to construct a sense of community and unique identity.

Psychological Aspects -Sensory and Emotional Experience

The review of literature indicates that emotional experience can help to regulate our biological 

rhythm which effects to the sense of collective memory. Our collective memory help to create 

mental images of those elements and attributes of the square spatially well connected and make 

integrity as a whole environment (Simmel, 2002). We directly or indirectly linked the spaces we 

admire places of memories. Those memories influence our perception of space and images in our 

virtual mind. And those memories are interrelated with different elements of city where 

legibility, structure, identity and imagebility are major key issues for understanding city and its 

melieu (Lynch, 1960).

Therefore, in the public square most of the people would identify certain areas or objects, for 

example, monuments, fountain, public arts or huge trees, where they can feel comfortable and 

psychological protection. These collections of images are vital and necessary for the individual 

as well for the group of people in order to perceive and experience the space without any 

confusion and ambiguity (Lynch, 1960). Because it is the people, who create and shape 

memorable and meaningful public space through their collective experience, emotions and

valuable asset (Goheen, 1998). (Halbwach, 1950). Furthermore he 

in mental emancipation, and finds that when the environment 

individual because of lack of clarity and unfamiliar objects.

memory and become a 

explain the paradoxical role it play

becomes chaotic and strange for an 
he find himself as a victim in the environment. He ague that “much mental illness is 

breakdown of contact between thought and tilings" thus this reflect that
accompanied by a
monuments am a clear tefetral point which people can easily recogniaed (Halbwach, 1950).

of collective amnesia, which is trying toIn this context Nora claimed that in the process

purposely eliminate from remembering .
1 * two reason some people alter their perception of the space with the

people to commemorate. For this reasoi v

through representation, group select certain dates and
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influence of deliberate amnesia and lead to decline th 

be both a tool and an object of power which sometimes 

(Nora). Ritual and ceremonial events and activities

e space. Therefore, collective memory can 

acts in a positive and negative way 

are symbolic character which draws the 
attention of its participants and observers to objects of thought and feeling which they hold to be 

of special significance. These activities and gatherings are connecting people to the past and 

recall things that once they have experienced. Therefore, Images of the past and stories of the 

past (which recollected) are conveyed and sustained by ritual performances and that per 

formative memory is bodily as well monuments and objects.

Sense of belonging and sense of place is the mental perception connected to the inner 

relationship with the space in order to link the feelings and perception of a person to the 

background and meaning of the space. Such feelings are the main factor that leads to alter the 

person’s perception towards the space. These sometimes recall the previous experiences and 

provide access to people’s identities. A successful and attractive square should be able to provide 

a sense of community, a sense of place and a sense of belonging to its users. If the space is not 

shaped or respond according to the user’s perception and does not portray continuity between 

past to the, or does not reflect the production way of the society or the period, sense of 

belonging” in that place will be decreased. Therefore, absent of these attributes or elements in 

the square means to absent community’s identity. These attributes or elements represent society 

as well are a reflection of its place and time. These elements can harmonize people along with 

the urban public squares and create better usage of it possible and improves the satisfaction of

sense of belonging.

2.3 Collective Memory as a Tool for Shaping Public Squares
His correlation relation between collective memory and public square is a complex phenomenon 

and which is to be realized through perception. As Andreas Huyssen states that; "....instead of a 

form, a shape, or an image, monumentality may well be quality; the quality that some plaees o, 

objects have to make us recall, evoke, third;, and perceive something beyond themselves”

(Huyssen). The power of creating a 

experiences the space and how he relates

strong image in the square depends on how the user

such elements of the surrounding environment.
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Because it is the people, who create and shape memorable and meaningful public space through 

their collective experience, emotions and memory and become a valuable asset (Goheen, 1998).

A vital part of a memorable and successful public squares mean in such squares people need to 

interact with each other and it contributes to a well-functioning community, personal wellbeing, 

better understanding and acceptance of oneself as part of a whole and tolerating others. This 

means that psychological factors and as well physical attributes that play vital role in making a 

successful urban space. Since collective memory, which favorably and unfavorably influences 

social interaction, people are able to engage positively in the activities and other people and 

success of urban spaces. Successful squares will enable the user to experience the inside images 

which the others captured and experienced lay hidden and invisible things that connected the 

images in the past. However, the emphasis has been on how these factors influence to the 

collective memory of people, where they feel incomplete, when there is significant change to any 

of the factors. Therefore, changes in these factors in a public square (by revitalizing, retrofitting 

or reconstructing) could be a reason that causes discontinuities and urban memory loss and 

therefore it inevitably effect to the people to decline the squares.
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CHAPTER 4
Decline of Republican Square, Male’: The Case Study 

This chapter will give background information about the study area, In terms of its location, 

division between distinctive ranges and foundation data on how the square was transformed 

throughout the unique time allotment. This chapter briefly will portray an overview of history of 

Republican Square of Male" that examines how the square was made during a formative period 

and rapid change from 1800s to 2000. It will argue the transformation of Republican Square 

a complex process where society shapes build environment and where changes in the built 

environment, in turn, influenced society (Taylor, M, 2008). It draws the Ideological, political and 

socio economic challenges caused changes in the distinctive public squares and urban society 

and how the changes, in turn, reflected in the built environment.

was

Figure 14. Map of Male' City. Source: 
unwindmaldives (2010)Figure 13. Map of Maldives. Source: 

globalsherpa.org

4.1. Republican Square, Male’ City: location
Male’ is the capital city of Maldives The city is geographically located at the southern edge of 

North Male Atoll. (Fig. 15). The square forms the node in the network of places, which connect 

main waterfront to the inner city. Since 1, is the center of government and commercial aettv,,, 

Male become the bustling city and it supports a third of the counu/s population. The enure 

landmass is heavily built in ad-hoc pattern and therefor, it is the fourth most densely populated 

island in the world (The Smile ofMaldi.es). Male’ is a historical etty and was named as king s
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Island”, it is the place “where the 

was located” (The Smile of Maldives).
ancient Maldives Royal dynasties ruled and where the palace
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Figure 15. Republican Square Location Map and Layout plan. Source 
Author’s construction based on Google maps.

Republican Square or JumhooreeMaidan is located on its northern side by Male’s main road 

BoduThakurufaanuMagu and main waterfront, this is the first impression most visitors see when 

arriving by speed boats because the main jetties are located here. The location has very 

distinguished characters, consisting commercial fringe or the downtown and Bazar area being the 

most happening and active area of the city. Furthermore the most important government 

buildings and the Islamic Centre are also located nearby with the historical Sultan Park and the 

National Museum is some of the other important places close to the Square.

'Waterfront
'

Police Building

:

Figure 16. Republican Square Site Context. Source: 
Author.



4.2. Historical Overview

Republican Square was built in 1989, and reflects the glorious side of the city’s history as it is 

the most emotionally and historically charged public space in Maldives (Maldives Culture). The 

square s significant historic character can be portrayed by the largest flag pole in the middle of 

the square. The symbolism of the flag pole depicts the unity of the people and their unique 

identity. The Republican Square not only to give the city its largest public space but a 

placewhere people can socialize and relax, also to create an ideal location to accommodate 

public celebrations where the collective reality of the city is produced. Republican Square 

unique and highly valued social and cultural environment, where the cultural events and festival 

took place. Also it became a place where physical manifestation of democracy and political 

memory can be understood. However from its creation and till the date the obvious significant 

changes, transformation and discontinuity transformation can be seen.

was a

Figure 17. Republican Square, Male'. Source: Author

4.3. Transformation of Republican Square and its changing roles
had a strong presence it was a place where theIn the early 19th century the republic square

display their cultural events and identities. It was the time when the
for communication and

community of Male’ can
community felt great sense of community and uses the square as a mean

the largest public which provides extensive array of activities such
crowded with local citizens

socializing. The square was 
as national and informal celebrations. At the time the square was

is surrounded by civic and state buildings, the
even during the late evening. Since the square is

Of people and workers use the space for hang outining socializing and participating
various groups
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in special events. The square was a space where the kids 

tend to watch people activities and enjoying the experience of the waterfront.
can enjoy and play, while other people

4.3.1 Republican Squares as a political Space for representation

Political, social reformers and activists also shaped Republic Square in the period after 19s and 

particularly during the introduction of multi-party system to the country. Their reformist 

activities reached a peak in the beginning of 20s, after the introduction to multiparty system to 

the Maldives. This was the time when the square became a popular site for political 

demonstration and protest. As a protest site, Republican Square was a “democratic space” for 

public debate, protest communication and political gatherings. Consequently all these reforming 

activities had important implications for the city and influenced in Republican Square certain 

ways especially in a negative way that most of the local residents stopped using the space the 

way they use it before. This was the time when public the protesters tried to utilized the space for 

political discussions, gatherings, etc. however, the government declared a strict control in the 

space for such gathering and it leads to change the meaning of the square by the people of the 

city and their ideology towards using the space. Therefore, this rapid political and social 

transformation and continues variation could be a major factor that the residents of the city 

started to declining the square.

Figure 18. Protest gathering Republican Square, after the Coup's 

demonstration on Feb 7. Source: Minivan
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4.3.2 The Republic Square Today!

In the case Republican Square, the strong emphasis of the political gathering and the 

restriction seems to be the factor that losing its value among citizens. Another factor, which also 

could be a strong factor which influences the changing role of Republican Square, 

increasing of ‘control5, to avoid
is the

spontaneous gatherings of politics and protest. This control 
means to choieograph the space by allowing certain activities, specific groups or individuals to 

the space while eliminating others (Madanipour, 2003). According to the Madanipour such 

kinds of legal or institutional power to control the space turn to territory which provides feelings

use

of distinctiveness and privacy (Madanipour, 2003). Because of this strict control and political 

demonstrations, gradually the square became “public space55 which does not welcome everyone.

mm

Fignjr<!6. Fewer people use the square in week 
days. Source: Author (2013)

Figure !5. Bangladeshi Workers socializing. 
Source: HaveenA (2013)

figure 16. Fewer people use the square m week days. 
Source: Author (2013)Source:

Samcu(2013)

machine for living which effects theToday, the city’s built environment could be seen as a
Therefore, the activity in and around the Republican squarechanges to the public spaces as well

began to decline. Towards the end of 2008 , the Republican Square i

started to lose its social and cultural identity and meaning
occasional tourist visits and a gathering place for foreign labours.

ironment and public realm, the square has begun to

longer recognizable andis no
with its traditional role and it became

an exclusive space for 

Moreover, instead of contributing to its envi 

decline due to the negligence of its physical settings as well there were no effort of enhancing or
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revitalizing the square. It can be observed that, the loss of collective

is major change in physical or social environment which cause discontinuities and urban memory 

loss (Halbwach, 1996).

memory occurs when there

4.3 Research methodology

This study made use of mixed methodology in relation to the theoretical concepts of collective 

memoiy formulated through literature review to see how sense of collective memory is important 

in activating underutilized public squares. The methods consist of visual documentation, 

survey, and interviewing community focused group.
user

■ Preliminary Observation / Visual Documentation 

Preliminary Observation and Visual Documentation enables to identify the physical character of 

the square, activity pattern and significant changes with comparison between two formative time 

periods. Photographic documentation and illustration are used to gather and analysis data’s. The 

user survey of the research was carried out during the course of four days, both weekdays and 

weekends. This survey method was use to gather information about the visitors of the space, how 

they perceive and experience the space and what the square mean for them. The study began 

with the collection of information on the physical and spatial characteristics of the Republican 

Square including the location of the square, and the design attributes of the space. Photographs 

of the inside of the square and the surrounding area 

documentation.

were also taken and used as visual

■ User Survey
of underutilizing the square, a short and informalIn order to learn about the underlying reasons 

interview with the residents of Male were carried out. The participants select randomly from 

different areas of the city. The User survey is used to document immediate visitor’s perception,

feelings and experience in the square.

■ Interview with Community Focused Group
carried out with the 209 inhabitants from the 

d consists of three different age groups, which facilitate
The interviews with community focused group are

same ward where the square locates, an
different time sequences. The comparison between different time sequences

to understand the
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demonstrates the transformations of the collective 

were asked 3
memory of these inhabitants. The participants 

main open ended questions and their sub questions that led to an in-depth analysis 

of inhabitant’s feelings and perceptions of the Republican Square.

Question 1- Winch elements were important in the Republican Square? (Physical Aspects)

■ What makes these elements important?

■ What are the physical (spatial) factors that made the square important or special?

Question 2- Are there any political, social, economic or perceptual reasons that belong to you? 

(Socio-cultural Aspects)

■ What was the reason behind why were you using / not using this place?

■ Do you think that square was the place of communication of the community? Why?

Question 3- What kind of emotions did this place remind you? Why? (Psychological Aspects)

■ What was the meaning of Republic Square for you in general?

■ When you are experiencing the square did you feel that you are belonging to this place 

(Republican Square)?

■ Can you draw a mind map of the Square?

4.4. Research Findings
of the on site visitors and participants ofThis part has presented a discussion of the experiences 

the focus group interview, and has identified how their experiences of Republic Square linked 

with the theories mentioned in the literature. Based on the interview questionnaires with the 

community focused group and user survey, the 26 participants who participated in the onsite user

and 7 female and participants who responded to the questionnairesurvey include 19 male 

included 124 male and 85 female (see Graphl, 2).

20 to 40 years old. About 20% of the total was between
, most

Most of the participants were between
20 and 39 yea,, old which mostly include, local people In « of frequency of the v,s,K

weekly, especially in weekend and most of them were foreign
of the people visited the square
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labors. About 12% of the total visits the 

visit the square daily.
square monthly basis and very less percentage of people

300

i illmm:150 a Female 
nMale ■ 36-50

100 ■ 18-35§150

0
Community Focused Group User/Visitor Survey Community Focused Group User/Viator Survey

Graphl. Number of responses based on 
Gender Graph2. Number of responses based on Age

In the onsite user- survey the data gathered from 26 onsite visitors / users of the Republican 

Square. Approximately, 24% of the respondents were female and 76% were male. The majority 

of respondents of 65 % were foreign labors, of those, 18 were interviewed on the weekend and 

most of the foreign labours were interviewed on Fridays. The survey depicts that foreign labours 

the space as mean of communication and gathering while local community seldom uses theuse

space.

Frequency of the VisitsType of Visitors

B Daily12% 0%

■ WeeklyH Forigners 

H Locals u More/Weekly

Graph 4. Frequency of Visits
Graph3. Type of Visitors

The participants use / visit the square for muttiple purposes. Therefore, for the question of what 

they do in the square, tnuitiple responses were given by the participants. The da,, tnd,cates tha 

most of the people visit the square to socialize and appreximately halt of them are commg w,
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friends. And 23% of total are visit the square with their kids 

residents. Other common responses include to sit and relax and to play with kids.
and family and all of them are local

How long the participants wish to stay 
in the square with whome the participant visit the 

square
01-3 hours

■with friends
a 3-4 hours

■with kids/ 
family

■ with spouse
u less than one 

hour
a 4 or more 

hours ■By my self

Graph 5. Graph 6.

Overall participants agree that the square needs to revitalize and they find openness and nature 

are what they most like about the square. The local residents among the survey participants, like 

to spend less 2 hours with complains of minimal seating and lack of amenities. However most of 

the foreigners tend to spend more than 4 hours at the square.

for what purpose the participant visit 
the square

what activities best in the square

■walk / stroll
■ enjoy nature 

19o/0 usitandrelex
■ socialize
■ people watch
■ play with kids

■ Vendors

□ Gatherings

□ Food Stalls

■ Not Sure

Graph 8.Graph 7.

what the participant like best about 
the squareImprovement need for more 

enjoyment
■ Relexing■ Water 

Fountain
■ More Seating ■ Nature

19% a More Greenery
■Green Space

■ Maintenance

■Openess■ Diverse 
Activities

Graph 10.
Graph 9.
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As predicted a huge percentage of people believed that the square needs to be improved and 

overwhelming, all of the local residents who participate in the survey want old the fountain to 

maintain to be part of the square. The data indicates that most of the responders felt that there 

should be diverse of activates that attracts people to the square. Therefore, 67% of total 

responders rate Average to the overall comfort with the square.

Republican Square - Transformation of collective memory through time sequence

Based on the preliminary observation, information obtained from inhabitants, users/visitors 

survey and relevant authorities, the transformation of Republican square with the changing 

ideology towards public spaces in Male’, can be identified in two formative period of time. The 

study examines how the Republican Square was made during the time sequence from 1990 to 

2000 and from 2001 to till the date. It will trace the transformation of collective memory by 

examining the square in terms of its activity patterns, physical setting and psychological factors 

within the two time period. Furthermore, examining some memorable movements and the impact 

changing of social, political, economic ideology in urban public realm to investigate how these 

changes affected die inhabitants’ collective memory.

Well maintained water 
fountain, seating, 
•ojneeo-andotfte/
amenities

O M

EventsCelebrationCommemoration

Author
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_______ Abandoned water
fountain, and
deteriorate

v vf Wmonslratlon Space for Foreign labours

Figure 24. Republican Square physical character and Activities 
during the first time period (1990-2000). Source: Author

Impact of Physical Setting on Collective Memory
The research indicates the important elements and physical or spatial factors that the participants 

mentioned. According to them the physical setting around the square was largely influenced by

the civic building, the sea front, and location between 2 major roads which provides a connection 

the many public buildings and the parking spaces. Due to this the square
. Furthermore, it is obvious that the participants only

was a very
space to
happening place during the first time period

group or collectively which the quality of 

clear understanding of the space. The graph 4 indicate the
experience these places not only individually, but as a

such places / features will lead to a 

physical spatial factors which respondents find isis most important and how many time they 

ies of respondents the National Flag as the mostmentioned about these factors. From the memories
important and memorable (see Graph 3). They 

ymbol of unity, freedom and identity, has continued to 

though some respondents declined the

moreimportant element that made the square 

strongly believe that the national flag is a s 

symbolize the binding force of the community, 

square long time ago.

even
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The participants did not trace much changes of the physical setting of the square during these 

time periods, because the places they mentioned the elements they have identified 

functioning as the way they were before. However some respondents find that the square has lost 

its pedestrian aspects of two access roads due to the expansion of main jetty within the bazar 

area.

memory of inhabitant which in turn alters their perception of the space.

two
are still

It became evident that even this miner transformation of the square effects to the collective

H Located between 
two major roads

a Waterfront

Openess

6% 9% 3% □ Waterfront
aCBD

□National Flag
a Civic Premises

i
h Greenery

a Openess

□ Water 
Fountain a Parking Space

Graph 12. Frequency of mention graph for the 
Important Elements of the Square

Graph 11. Frequency of mention graph for the 
Important Elements of the Square

Impact of Socio Cultural Activities
largely influenced by culturalThe participants of the focus group agreed that the square

s, special day celebration and commemorative events during the first period. Majority of

was

activitie
respondents find the “Square was a place for Socio-cultural activities" and therefore, i, acts as , 

platform or meeting place and common ground for community interaction for all the inhab,tarns.

find the square was a meaningful place during the first time
Furthermore, most of the participants 
feme, where they memorize their speeial gatherings and performed ceremonial ceiebratrons.
Howeyer, almost all the partioipan. agreed that sociocultural environment of the squrue has

2005 with the beginning of the political activities
io cultural activities they used to participate and experience.

in the country which
started to change after 

leads to disappear the socio

involved in political gathering, protest 

About 11% of total responds recalled 

in the square long

It is clear that data indicates that 46% of participant have 

and demonstrating which recently happened in th q
cultural activities that they ““ happe"ed “

the socio-
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time ago. For tbs reason, large percentage of people find, and the square’s function 

community meeting place has not been recognized in the second time period. Therefore 

the participant’s agreed that they don’t have anv i

as a 

, most of
any interest to use or visit and spend their time there 

as they were previously did and some did not certain about whether they liked or not.

Q Politically 
Involved

a Socio-Cultural 
Activities

l.i Economic 
Activities

□ Not Sure

j ■ in
!

5% 11%

Graph 14. Frequency of mention graph for the 
Square as a place for the communication of the 

community

Graph 13. Frequency of mention graph for the 
Social, Political and Economic perceptual

Impact Psychological factors
During the first time period the square’s functional and social role had a great influence on

shaping people’s behavior and their life style. The participants emphasize the square as a mean
symbolic identity and the place gives different feeling which they justof interaction, mediation, 

like to be there. Some older respondents find that it was the space where they normally hangout
feeling of togetherness, which isafter the work or may be late afternoon. They remember it as 

unfortunately not felt now. According to 

almost 55% of people are not sure

a
the memories of participants, it is astonishing that

emotions which are attached to them whenabout the

reminding the square

Blots offorign 
labours

32% B politically
labeled space

y too far

:

5% 10%
21%iaNot Using 

H Using
:

;
24%8%

l B lack of 
amenities

j;
Graph 16. Frequency of mention graph for the 

behind not using the SquareGraph 15. Frequency of mention graph for 
Using/Not using the Square
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According to them the square has lost its 

Some participants mentioned the strict control
meaning and declined during the second time period.

over the square by the government due to the 
political demonstrations has led to the deterioration with the lack of activities and maintenance.

Therefore, they find that the interaction between certain elements and activities they were 
attached before started to distract and people gradually started to fmd alternatives as a

replacement. However some respondents still memorize their happy moments they have 

experienced in the square collectively as well individually. In the perceptions of the participants, 

overall respondents experience negative feeling about the square and they don’t feel that they 

belong the place anymore, although they use or visit the square occasionally. For this reason 

although most of the participants are able to draw mind map of the square, however some of 

them did not identified some important elements and could not portray a clear picture of the

square.

a Happiness

a Sorrow
aNo 

a YesHits Importancy
a Not sure

H it is a useless 
space

a Not sure

Graph 18. Frequency of mention graph for 
Sense of BelongingGraph! 7. Frequency of mention graph for 

Emotions and Experience in the Square
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CHAPTER 5 

DISCUSSION

5.1. Discussion of the Key elements and issues of the study

The results from this survey research portrays that respondents took numerous factors into 

account when forming opinions about the appropriateness of public square. Survey results show 

that respondents preferred not use the square, lack of amenities, lost meaning, or because of 

foreign labour crowds who dominates the square. More respondents considered the square is 

used by outsiders for their communication, rather than an act as a space for expression and 

communication for local community. The data suggest that there is a need for more community 

involvement and input on revitalizing the square by the reasons why the square is underutilized 

by most of the local residents.

Most of the people find, the square’s function as a community meeting place is not recognized in
of the reasons is the space is dominated by outsidersits physical and socio-cultural factors, one 

rather than local community. As a result, the square is being turned into an ‘errand-machine’ A
lack of a well-functioning, well-maintained center, according to them, there is nothing they can

the national flag. That, in turn, can create conditions forbe proud of or recognized other than 

segregation, social depletion, physical desecration etc . However, the Square has lost its historical

and cultural aspects.

its monuments, surrounding 

the “commons” of the
riod of Republican Square, the physical setting as

recognized and valued as
In the first time pe

and social life werebuildings, activities 
community. However, the beginning of 2000 starts
ideologies. Due to the rapid political and social Iran

technology and science

ith smash hit of multicultural ideas andWl

sformation, the society was changing rapidly, 
and had accelerated development in travel, 

in which society experience thefreedom from political arena, 
communication and finance 

space, activities and to the physica 

in declining and abandoning the square.

These changes had altered the way
, attribution of the square and eventually caused a huge tmpaet
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The response to the questionnaires and physical spatial analysis indicate that there 

changes in the physical setting and they still have a vivid image of the surrounding environment 

as a collective memory. However it can be observed that, the reconstruction of collective 

memory happened due to the changing roles of the square with missing significant activities and 

elements and according to the respondents, there is nothing they can be proud of or recognized 

other than the national flag. As a result, the square is being turned into a space without meaning, 
which, in turn, creates conditions for segregation, social depletion, physical desecration.

are not many

25. Republican Square Transformation from 1990 to 2014. Source: AuthorFigure

& Its Role in Urban Public Life - in responding to the case study
The literature review o„ coilective memory has shot™ that the discipiiue is concerned with the

of people and their experience
and shared past history

5.2 Collective Memory

with the
and relationships between shared memoryinteractions

how collective memoryurban public sphere. The emphasis has been on 

are affected by the public space in positive and negative wa, 
couid cause decline andlead to a ioss of values and idcnttuesofpubhc sp . 

if dte squares designed with respect <°P»* ^ ^

and a mediator, naturally. “"”|izsbat Loflus pointed our .bar memory is a construe,™ and 

d socal cohes, . .s.nformMion about tm eapeHcnce « person had before.

. The impact of collective memory 

On the other hand
can be a facilitator 

of security,
’s collective memory, the square

a sense

urbanity an 

reconstructive phenomenon. If you
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or if he had a bad experience about a place he admired before, it might leads to alter his person 

about that place in accordance to his understanding (Loftus, 2012).

The study depicts that most of the people mentioned that they are more attached with the old 

fountain, surrounding buildings, national flag etc.; obviously these could be the significant 

elements of the Republican Square and were always remembered by people. But only those 

elements that have a distinguished form were definitely linked to a specific location — either they 

are unique or they belong to a family of elements that furnish a certain place. The case study 

portrays that collective amnesia happened because of neglecting or removing memorable 

elements and feeding and obtaining false information about the space. For example; a lot of 

people feel that the “space” is more appropriate for protest and political demonstration, but most 

of them never involved in such activities in the space. That means the alteration of their 

perception about square occurred through other means, perhaps the media, other people’s 

experience and stories.

is an essential component in maintaining theThe symbolism which creates collective memory 

peaceful coexistence of the global and the local. However, all of the local issues that discussed in

\ Male’ is, but one example of what isthe case study have implications that extend beyond Male
cities, where considering that this has become a collectivehappening to the squares of today s

essful with full of people, the quality of thephenomenon. Therefore, If a square want to succ
square must be enhanced with collective experience of the people, which revitalizing the square

in the collective memory of the inhabitants.influencing the image of the city withinmeans
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