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ABSTRACT 

Community sense in the community helps to build a strong society with physical and 
psychological values. Each and every motion of the human behavior with persons as 
well as Vv-ith the environment enhances this. Macro forces that affect to the human 
behavior are also affecting for this. Community sense helps to reduce the feelings of the 
individual like social phobia, anomie situations. Because of that the incidents like graffiti, 
vandalism, torture, and rapes and killings which destroy the calmness of the society 
comes to play. Even the culture, religion and the history which makes the man living in 
earth meaningful comes to threat because that. 

When creating or achieving the community sense the environment helps the individual in 
great extent. The environment consist both natural and physical orientate the man and 
create meaningful interactions with them as well as with it, to derive the community 
sense. In ihe urban situation more than the natural environment built environment helps 
to achieve the community sense. The buildings arranged in a street or a park landscape 
with the required facilities achieved this with the help of community interactions. But due 
to the tightness and haphazard development in the built environment in urban situations 
makes threat to develop the community sense among its residents. Because of that 
buildings design in the cities sometimes abandon by the public or they may use it for ill 
purposes Sometimes the users of the building destroy its beauty and create a visually 
polluted environment. This may be done either intentionally or unintentionally by the 
users. There fore built environment in the cities has significantly lost the ability of 
creating a community sense among the people. 

In the building the transitional space has more value because its main tusk is to hold the 
public to transfer from on space to another. This has to be carefully done and as this 
helps to pauses the movement of the public in the building it will be a prime opportunity 
space to derive the community sense. Each of the building has its own way of achieving 
it in the transitional spaces. But the way of community sense in the space has to be 
studied because it will help the others to do social experiments with the built 
environment and on the other hand it will make easy to derive community sense in 
space more and more. Ultimately the study helps to create the urban social spaces more 
meaningful and aesthetically pleasing with enhancing the social interactions. This may 
be the firs step to achieve the meaningful, social interactions happen in the built 
environment and cteate a healthy society. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Architecture is a process and product of human habitation (Habrakan: 1983). It 
describes the needs of the man spatially. Mans attachment to the world, physically and 
how he fulfills his inner psychological needs like the sense of belonging, privacy, identity 
etc. these may be termed as socio- spatial relationships. Four main factors affect socio-
spatial relationships. These factors also help to change architecture in the process of 
evolution of the society. They are the 

• Socio economic factors 

• Cultural factors 

• Political factors 

• Environmental factors 

Since the social condition of the individual or his economic values tends to give the 
individual a specific life style, there fore his needs and dwelling will be different from the 
others. These may apply to a society also. Therefore dwellings in urban settings tend to 
be more individualistic while those in rural setting are more interdependent. The 
difference of culture brings changes to the living pattern of the society. While political 
state derives or reflect the way they live. There fore architecture as above-mentioned will 
show that it is a form of a social art, a social art that depicts the socio spatial 
relationship. 

"Most of mans actions comprise as spatial aspect in the sense that the object of 
orientation are distributed according to such relations as inside and out side far away 
close by separate and united, continues and discontinues. Space therefore is not a 
particular category of orientation but an aspect of orientation"(Shulz: 1971) 

When considering the space there are two ways to describe it. One of them is 
spontaneously plausible. It conceives of space as a self-contained entity, infinite or finite, 
and empty carriage, which haw the capacity to be filled with things. 

When the space encompasses with the human behavior and objects it becomes a 
place. To be an active social space there are various things required. This social may be 
with in the building or out side the building. 

"Place means totally made up of concrete things place is the commonest form of human 
experience environment. This changes with emotions time situations, geographical entity 
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and people etc. in general speaking we can not define it by words saying place has such 
qualities and this is its boundaries etc". (Ralph: 1971) 

According to Ralph these human experiences in the environment derive from the, 
behavior of the human in the space. Space it self creates according to the macro forces 
identified in above as factors. But out of these economic factors will effect to both human 
behavior as well as for creation of space. 

OBSERVATION 

Present Sri Lankan gathering space or the public spaces, doesn't encompasses with the 
behavior of the individuals, the Sri Lankans have lost their community sense, 
interrelationships and the cultural values woven around that public space. This ultimately 
related to social segregation and issues like race discrimination and discomfort through 
the space. In modern world the public space has divided among several categories. Out 
of that commercial oriented public spaces are the most important as because they are 
the common spaces which human interact in the urban situation. The spaces like 
atriums, lobbies, and arcades are more important in the commercial oriented public 
spaces in the sense, because they combine the open spaces and the private entity in 
the commercial oriented public spaces. These spaces make the primary impressions of 
community sense, sense of belonging etc. 

CRITICALITY 

The community activities or the community sense is a need for man because man is a 
social animal; belonging to a certain community has being a need for man from early 
days also. But the present world due to its development this idea has kept away. And it 
pushes man in to be him self or act as an individuals. The equipments like television, 
VCR, computer mobile phone rather than connecting man physically in to the 
community, help him to isolate. This creates social phobia or situations like anomie 
among the individuals in that community. 

On the other hand, in present Sri Lankan context it has potential spaces that can be or 
have been developed as public spaces. But still we don't have community activities like 
sharing, inter relationships and mutual understanding that help for future development. 



But early social gathering spaces have culture woven around it. They shape the 
behavior of that place as well as man. Rather than jusl gathering, it develops a social 
order that help to retain the social hierarchy and the public realm. 

REASON FOR THE CHOICE 

The design of a space should be defines the kind of behavior and social contact most 
appropriate to that place. Architect and urban designers concerned on how urban space 
design can generate a community sense. According to Appleyard (1979) such setting is 
caring environment livable city provides occasions and places for experience to occur. 

In hear the subject stream focus on to the public space in urban space design. Because 
this is the area which binds the social layers in the city and help to develop the physical 
and mental well being of the dwellers. The cultural integration and behavior expression, 
which happen in such spaces, derive this. 

Out of this social space or the public spaces in the urban situation; the main center will 
be the commercial area. The buildings of that area encompass various kinds of people. 
Varieties of activities enrich the place also. But this dissertation is focused on to the 
transitional spaces in that area as because they are the areas, which held the private 
realm and public realm together. 

It generate the positive or the negative feeling in the social space, in order to derive a 
community sense which carries privacy, sense of belonging it should be properly design. 

To be a community and develop each member of that should have the community sense 
which derives the close intimate feeling towards the community. Then only a city can 
develop or emerge as a livable space. Other wise although technology carries the city to 
develop state in infrastructure it will become to a plight situation. 
Cities not belong to one realm. It is made out of from the several realms combine and 
interwoven. Such realms are commercial, industrial, residential, recreational etc. 
therefore it has buildings that derive these realms. So, each of these buildings therefore 
should carry the community sense. This dissertation therefore depicts the community 
sense in the commercial oriented public spaces in the building. 
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TOPIC EXPLANATION 

Space consistently encompasses our being. Through its volume we move, orientate our 
selves to objects in space. We feel the air, hear the sound and see objects in space. Yet 
space is inherently formless. However as space begins to be captured, enclosed, 
molded, organized and experienced, architecture comes in to play. 
Architecture is the art of space making. Making of space to contain the activities of man 
and man experiences these spaces. Experiences evoke emotions, such as sadness, joy, 
pride, anger and many more within him. Meaningful connections gained through 
experiences helps man to dwell on earth. 

Architecture therefore provides meaningful expressions through which it established an 
existential foothold to man. It provides an existential foothold to man through meaningful 
connections, which arouses community sense in people towards such spaces. This 
dissertation is founded on the basis that such spatial quality that evokes the community 
sense is an important criterion in providing architecture especially in urban public 
spaces. As mans environment around him is heading towards being entirely urban, 
these urban environment are to be the home for numerous number for people the urban 
dwellers. The urban dweller spends a good quantity and quality of time of his day 
outdoors, working, traveling, eating and relaxing. A good amount of time is spent in 
urban public spaces such as streets parks and markets. Urban public spaces are 
dynamic spaces where the communal life unfolds. Spaces that is accessible to all. That 
helps man to identify him with in the urban environment. Thereby fulfilling the basic need 
for community sense and this provides an existential foothold to space in the ever-
changing urban environment. Therefore, creation of urban public spaces; which evokes 
the community sense become utmost important to the man. 

Sri Lankans usually relax or gathered in their working areas. As a tropical country; 
climate has make a significant impact for our work as well as the relaxation our gathering 
spaces are mostly inside of the building rather than outside. This dissertation also 
considered that and taken it for consideration and study the community sense in the 
transitional spaces in commercial orient public spaces. 

When considering the community sense it means that when we consider spatial wise the 
community psychological and physical environment we belong are comes under this. 
The individual behavior in these circumstances are look through this. The characteristics 
of spatial, physical and psychological will be considered when considering architecture 
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of it. Community sense will be feeling through the volumes, scales and proportions of the 
space. The introverted and extroverted quality also helps to enhance the community 
sense. 

NEED OF THE STUDY 

Sri Lanka has developed its social and cultural values from over 2500 years. It has faced 
with the attacks of the invaders, cultural mixing of the various religious and the colonial 
influences. They have gradually developed the social and cultural values. Out of that, 
social spaces like "ambalama", " pila", and "kamatha" has acted as the social gathering 
spaces, which have enriched the cultural value of the past. But the introduction of the 
open economy and the independents make a drastic change in to our behavior. Human 
behavior, which has bound to the simple life style, tends to move towards to the hectic 
complex life style. With the increasing commercial character and the change of the 
administration, literature and industries help to change the whole social scenario. 

Yet the deep rooted desire for social gathering and community living which has 
generated naturally as well as Buddhist philosophical ideas controlled the man from 
being isolated and stepping totally to commercial market. Therefore we have successful 
to protect our ancient tradition, concepts of family structure to some extent. With the 
scenario Sri Lankan try to find the spaces for do their community activities and 
gathering. Some have built totally new spaces for that and some have tried to find the 
natural setting for it. But the need of searching for a true image of a social space which 
has provide all the comfort like in early social spaces is exist now also. There for it is 
vital to study the characters and the community sense in those spaces. 

Need of the social spaces which has been an essential in settlements is apply to now 
also. People have to find a place to feel the freedom, the nature and to be them. They 
have to find out the enjoy themselves. Therefore gathering space in a city has a vital 
role. The vital ness will be for the next generation also. Present gathering spaces will be 
help full to create new gathering spaces which will be in new concepts which Sri Lankan 
can accept rather than pushing to it. 

We know perfectly that we feel calm and quite and more confident when in the old home, 
in the house we were born in, where we belong. (Bchelard 1964)Human interaction and 
intervenes are essential for the social development. Through this man communicate the 
ideas and value from each other. It tends to develop the human qualities in the man. 
Ultimately it develops the society, which will enhance the physical and psychological 
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comfort of the humans in the society. Therefore community sense will help to identify 
and generate the communal feeling and retain the community realm of the society. 

INTENTION OF THE STUDY 

Intention of this study is to comparatively analyzed the community sense in urban public 
spaces like commercial orient public spaces and derive the degree of community sense 
of that space and what are the factors depicting it, giving priority to the ambiguous 
spaces in the building like lobbies, arcades, atriums. 

SCOPE AND LIMITATION OF THE STUDY 

Social interactions are basically a result of variety of aspects, Socio-cultural, 
environmental and behavioral attitudes of man. Social interactions are considered as the 
basis in the generation of a community sense. 

When selecting the public spaces there are various types of public spaces. Architects or 
non-architects must design them or they might be not designed even. But here it will be 
consider the public spaces designed by the architects as case studies. Another thing is 
that these public spaces should be in the urban context as because study is focused in 
to the urban social space design. 

It is limited to contemporary Sri Lankan public spaces to take as case studies. There are 
various other factors such as context; climate, technology, economy, regulation etc. are 
not considered. Here it is only considered about the sense of community as main design 
issue. 

Hierarchies of public spaces have not been considered here. The study is not intended 
to discuss the mechanism or the forces affect to the public spaces such as context, 
climate etc. study is only focused on sense of community and the way it has achieved. 

When selecting the public spaces, it is divided to four groups they are the commercial 
oriented, religious oriented, recreational oriented, transport oriented. In here the 
transport oriented public spaces has taken to study. To narrow down the study area 
further dissertation is focused only in to the transitional spaces. 



METHOD OF STUDY 

This study is about the community sense in transition spaces in commercial oriented 
public spaces. As this is an architectural bias dissertation, although one has to begin 
with architectural space the study starts with the communal life. Because to derive and 
identify the community sense, community life and its importance should be understand. 
It will describe basically the character of the communal life and the forces help to derive 
it. When considering the forces, both social and physical forces have been mentioned 
but they are not been studied in depth in the dissertation. Qualities of the community life 
also have been described in the study. Finally the community sense identified as the 
main quality in the community life. 

Chapter two is focused on to the transitional spaces in commercial oriented public 
spaces. The theoretical framework about the space and its categories also revealed. In 
the study socio space has considered as the space, which carries variouse behaviour 
patterns of the community.it, is considered as similar to the public space. In this scenario 
definition has given to the public space and identified its categories. Through these 
things readers mind is focused on to the commercial oriented public space, which will be 
the climax of the study. Its attributes also been discussed. To focus the attention on the 
reader to case studies, dissertation is narrowed down to transition space in the 
commercial oriented public spaces. This has been derived from the help of the spatial 
progression. Argument behind this was that in order to space become meaningful it 
should have the progression. The qualities of community sense in the selected 
transitional spaces are discussed in the case study. 

Mechanisms, which help to judge the case study, are included in the third chapter. 
Before that one has to identify needs of the public spaces. In order to transition spaces 
to become public spaces this has considered under comfort, relaxation, passive 
engagement, active engagement and discovery which is explained by Carr 1992 in his 
book Public spaces. Physical dimension of space also considered fewer than four 
categories. Mechanisms of strengthening the community sense also considered in the 
case studies. 

This dissertation will reveal the degree of community sense each space has and how 
they achieved it. The necessary details collect from the available literature, non -
participant observations and photographs. 
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