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ABSTRACT
H nturyB C. as witnessed by

SEIJIS™ SSSf. IS—■'—■*'.... ..
island.

~fh.rd^SCiciety. on ,he
with the masses made thefiaftgha an institution which dominate y
way. On the other, it became a major factor to check the royal po

as having a two-fold task;The monks generally regarded themselves 
striving for their own salvation and preaching the Dhamma to lead others to find 
their salvation. It was the scholar and the preacher in them that were useful to
society.

Buddhism was flourishing in.the entire island by the second century A.D. 
Even before that dissensions among members of the Satigha were visible in the 
premiere establishments such as Mahavihara and Abhayagirivihara. Some 
individuals struggled for power and tried to gain favours from the kings. By about 
the third century A.D. new trends of thought in Buddhism, coming from the 
subcontinent of India, were making headway in the island. By contact with these 
new movements, the monks of the Abhayagirivihara were becoming liberal in their 
views. The new schools of thought such as Vaitulyavada, described as heresies in 
the chronicles,- divided them into sects. These schools of new thought had the 
backing of some kings though the Mahavihara vehemently opposed them.

®Labr ‘he f°U"h ,C",t,lrl,' lh"e wcre thr“ fraternities, namely,
inscription, and the chronicles bear

in society. SSCS and becoming an indispensable figure
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