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Abstract

Historical evidences show that green spaces were a part of every city in human
civilisation whether it is in Mesopotamia, Indus valley or in the later developments in
Europe. Sri Lanka also had a very prominent affiliation with green spaces in its cities

in the early periods. ¢

When Colombo became the capital of Sri Lanka under foreign rulers the city adapted
many characteristics of those countries. The first prominent plan for the development
of the city was brought forward by Sir Patrick Geddes. Later on there have been a
series of proposals, the newest one being the Public Outdoor Recreation Spaces
(PORS)PIan for Colombo, which goes into details of a nesting concept having a
hierarchy of parks. The prevailing legal framework is also not effective as it does not

directly address the issues in protecting the existing green spaces.

With the pressures of population increase, urbanisation and industrialization several
undesirable outcomes such as fragmentation of land, environmental pollution, urban
microclimatic effects etc have surfaced. There are a number of green spaces in the
city of Colombo, some being maintained well and some being neglected to the point

of being lost as a green space.

Urban green spaces have a number of benefits viz. ecological, environmental and
social. Colombo is progressing slowly towards protecting and enhancing its green
spaces. There are some examples positive and negative throughout the world that we

can consider as a base in developing our own green space network.

We have to speed up our work towards achieving a desirable amount of green spaces
in the cities since the forces that destruct and destroy them are more powerful and
have more speed in making even the available spaces dwindle during a little time
span. As Martin Luther (1483-1546)expressed,
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"For in the true nature of things, if we rightly consider, every green tree is far more
glorious than if it were made of gold or silver."”
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What would the world be, once bereft
of wet and of wilderness? Let them be left,
O let them be le}f, wilderness and wet;

Long live the weeds and the wilderness yet.

Inversnaid 1881 - Gerard Manley Hopkins
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Botkin and Beveridge (1997) argue that “Vegetation is essential to
achieving the quality of life that creates a great city and that makes it

possible for people to live a reasonable " : wit' "~ an urban environment”.

When a city is designed, if it is difficult to provide nine acres of park land per
thousand people as Howard suggested, I would recommend at least having six
acres per thousand people, allowing a little less than a perch of private space for
every person. In a city of which I would be the Landscape Architect, there will
be central parkland of a considerable size. This will be easily accessible to all the
city dwellers and would act as a core area of planting to provide all the benefits
discussed in the above chapters as well as an evacuation ground during an
emergency, as the central park of United States acted during the terrorist attacks.
In a war affected country like ours we should not forget that emergencies arise at

any minute. s

There will be belts of green areas connected to the central parkland from the
outer periphery. ..is will enable the continuation of movement of faunal
species, especially avifauna and with them other small animals maintaining the
species diversity and the state of equilibrium of the environment. The plot sizes
of the commercial areas and residential areas should be under a legal frame
giving adequate importance to having green spaces in between. A Residential
area, for example having a ten perch plot size, if one perch of ground is left
essentially for planting, in a ten plot area this will add up to a considerable

amount of ten perches of green space.

Streets too should have planted verges; this would protect the neighbouring
house holds from dust, noise and un-breathable gases while providing the

pedestrians a cooler, shady, dust free path to walk on.

Apart from the central parkland there should be mini parks in different places

acting as support areas to the central park. These will act as resting and
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Also these designs must have easy access to everybody and specially the needs

of the disabled has to be considered.

The mainstream decision making or planning process should involve Landscape
Architects since designing of buildings and construction is to be done in a wider
context of the landscape. Buildings are a part of the landscape but some look at
the green spaces merely as ‘left over space’. They will only have green spaces in

their designs if there is space available and it is seen as non - essential.

There is a proposal to increase the area of the Colombo city by filling up the sea
adjacent to the city. In this regard my opinion takes a negaﬁve approach firstly
because this would create an enormous imbalance in the environment and
secondly because I think congregation of people into the city by concentrating all
the development should be limited rather than increasing t = of tI city to
accommodate everything. Decentralisi;f{; would reduce people coming into the
city. This would reduce the demand for living, dining, parking and office spaces
and lower the pressure on green spaces and limit the use of vehicles reducing the

damage caused by green house gases.

Design considerations should also include the coastal belt along the western
margin of the city. A well planted coastal belt incorporating a cycle way and
long distance footpath is a must to reduce erosion, limit wind action and natural
disasters such as tsunami. The coastal region includes terrestrial ecosystems and

shoreline ecosystems including coral reefs, mangroves, lagoons and estuaries.

Adequate provision has to be supplied for waste disposal especially solid waste
disposal since it has a direct effect on the green spaces. In Colombo and the
suburbs one of the main threats on the remaining green spaces is that they are
used as dumping sites of garbage. If a proper plan to sort the garbage and

recycle them is introduced, one major problem of finding places to dispose
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Recreational Zone.
Background

Existing out door recreation spaces in Colombo are inadequate for its population
even by minimum accepted standards.

There are 171 ha of such space in the municipal council area, almost half of which
belongs to private owners & organizations such as clubs. It is there for proposed to
designate the river & canal reservations as linear parks.

The beach strip along the Gall road from fort to Wellawatte and between major town
centers such as Kollupitiya & Bambalapitiya will be cleared of buildings.

Objection P

To ensure environmentally sustainable development in harmony with the natural
network of wetlands, water bodies, marshes, rivers, beaches etc.. by reinforcing to
enhance the garden city image.

Permitted uses

a. Residential, Apartments, Commercial, Banks, Restaurant, Hotels &
Departmental shops as specified by the development guide plan.

b. Water sports, Bowling alley, Promenades, formal pedestrian mall /walk -way
, plaza, Linear park connectors, Golf courses, fair & exhibition gardens,
Recreation clubs, Gymnasiums & swimming pools, Aquariums, recreation
related commercial activities, cemeteries, restraints.

¢. In the reservation zone the following uses shall not be permitted.
[ndustries & Industrial Buildings
Dangerous & Offensive trades

Importance of establishing a recreational zone.

1. To create a distinctive garden city image

To release the burden of compacted land use in Colombo city.

Increase the amount of buildable land for recreational purpose in under to

prevent speculative increases of land prices & undesirable subdivision.

4. To enhance the services beauty of the city by creating open spaces, green
belts & recreational areas which will become part of the city.
It will be important to promote environmentally sustainable urban
growth.

N
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