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Message from the Head/ Department of Civil Engineering and 
Co-Chair of the Symposium

It is a privilege to be associated with this first symposium organized by the 
Department of Civil Engineering on "Civil Engineering Research for Industry - 2011" 
as a Co-chair while being the Head of the Department of Civil Engineering. This 
symposium also marks a very special occasion. It is the retirement of Prof S. R. De S. 
Chandrakeerthy after 43 years of dedicated service to the Department of Civil 
Engineering, who acted as a pillar of strength from its very inception nearly 43 years 
ago. To pay our heartfelt gratitude to this dedicated teacher, researcher and the 
colleague, the academic staff members took a timely decision to organize this 
symposium and to dedicate it to Prof S. R. De S. Chandrakeerthy.

The timing of the symposium is also ideal since it comes immediately after the 
conclusion of International Conference on Structural Engineering, Construction and 
Management - 2011 (ICSECM - 2011) that has been organized as an annual event 
and held at Earl's Regency Hotel of Kandy. This conference is a joint effort of 
Engineering Faculties of Peradeniya, Moratuwa and Ruhuna universities along with 
the Institution of Engineers, Sri Lanka. The expectation was to have at least few well 
recognized researchers of the world gracing this symposium at Moratuwa due to 
their presence in Sri Lanka.

With this symposium also having the potential to become an annual event for 
dissemination of state of the art research and development carried out in 
collaboration with the Industry of Sri Lanka and also with some collaboration with 
well-known universities of other countries, I believe Civil Engineering Research for 
Industry - 2011 will be a start of a long journey for success and innovation. It will 
also be a window of opportunity for initiating further collaborations that will 
sharpen the dynamic research culture that has been established by the well qualified 
and dedicated staff of the Department of Civil Engineering that has 41 academics in 
its cadre. It will also be an important impetus in realizing the Government of Sri 
Lanka's goal of improving universities of Sri Lanka to have a better world ranking 
while producing "World Class Graduates".

I wish the participants and presenters a very fruitful and enjoyable time at this 
symposium that is dedicated to ProfS. R. De S. Chandrakeerthy.

Prof M. T. R. Jayasinghe

Senior Professor/ Head of the Department, 
Department of Civil Engineering, 
University of Moratuwa,
Moratuwa, Sri Lanka.
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Message from the Dean/ Faculty of Engineering

I am glad to note the organization of the Symposi 
for Industry 2011 dedicated to Prof. S. R. De S. Chandrakeerthy, as a special event
this year.

It is with immense gratitude that I recall the long and esteemed service rendered to 
the University of Moratuwa by Prof. S. R. De S. Chandrakeerthy.

He has taught and moulded generations of civil engineers for this country, 
commencing in February 1968, when he joined the academic staff at the then Ceylon 
College of Higher Technology, Katubedda, which became a university four years 
later. He was a dedicated teacher who took great interest in each and every student 
he came across to teach. I can distinctly recall the personal attention he accorded us 
when I was in the first year of the engineering degree programme, which was 
continued right throughout until our graduation.

Prof. Chandrakeerthy was an accomplished researcher who contributed immensely 
to the local industry. He was also involved in research contributions at international 
level, particularly during his many sabbatical periods spent in UK and Canada.

I convey my best wishes to Prof. Chandrakeerthy and his family for a happy and 
content life in retirement.

of Civil Engineering Researchum

I wish to convey my thanks to Prof. Thishan Jayasinghe, Head, Department of Civil 
Engineering, Dr. Udeni Nawagamuwa, Symposium Secretary, and all the staff at the 
Department of Civil Engineering for organizing and contributing their research work 
to the Research Symposium dedicated to Prof. Chandrakeerthy.

Prof. U. G. A. Puswewala

Dean, Faculty of Engineering 
university of Moratuwa, 
Moratuwa, Sri Lanka.

Civil Engineering Research for Industry IV-2011



Message from the Vice-Chancellor

I was delighted to note the holding of Symposium - Civil Engineering Research for 
Industry 2011 as a special event this year dedicated to recently retired Prof. S.R. De S. 
Chandrakeerthy, one of the pioneers and legendary contributors for Civil 
Engineering education and research as a gratitude for his 43 years of untiring and 
dedicated service. This Symposium will therefore create an unforgettable history in 
the Department of Civil Engineering.

I was also pleased to note the enthusiasm of the Department to organize this focused 
symposium with over 21 papers demonstrating its individual contribution for 
university research. The Department of Civil Engineering is therefore a trend setter 
for the other departments to drive research and to hold focused research symposia.

One of the goals that the University strives to achieve is to have a thriving and 
sustainable research and innovation culture in our march towards a world class 
university. In addition to University research allocation attempts are made to attract 
private sector funding leveraging the 300% tax concession for research investment by 
the private sector. This is a great opportunity for Civil Engineering to significantly 
contribute for development of alternative/new materials, new construction 
technologies, and new building components to support rapid infrastructure 
development of our country which is a pre-requisite for our march towards a middle 
income nation.

It is my hope that this Symposium will not only disseminate Civil Engineering 
research findings but also create further opportunities to identify new directions, 
obtain ideas for more development oriented research and attract further research 
funding.

While expressing my appreciation to the Head Department of Civil Engineering Prof. 
M.T.R.Jayasinghe for this initiative Dr. UdeniNawagamuwa, the Secretory of the 
symposium for dedicatedly organizing this Symposium, I wish Civil Engineering 
Research for Industry 2011 Symposium great success.

Prof. Anandajayawardane

The Vice - Chancellor, 
University of Moratuwa, 
Moratuwa, Sri Lanka.
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