
ic |inf
O /* £ oH ltfZ

\S

\ v
ARCHITECTURAL EXPRESSION AND THE USER 

A STUDY OF THEIR CO-RELATION WITH 

SPECIAL REFERENCE TO HOME FOR THE ELDERSi:
■

i

A DISSERTATION PRESENTED TO THE TO THE 
UNIVERSITY OF MORATUWA 

FOR THE M.SC (ARCHITECTURE) EXAMINATION
(REPEAT)

I

{,i^f
U(V)
/ff
\ru2\i\
Co!].

BsfO $ #o®38 tf . «

725-56

i
DAMIAN FRANCIS, 

FACULTY OF ARCHITECTURE, 
UNIVERSITY OF MORATUWA, 

MORATUWA, SRI LANKA. 
JUNE 1998'

!

■

::
1

692P
;



CONTENTS
Acknowledgment,

CHAPTER 1,
1. Introduction ,■?

1.1 Topic explanation ,5
1.2 Importance of the study (i
1.3 Aims and Objectives
1.4 Scope and limitation . & 
1.4 Methodology 8

CHAPTER 2
2. Architecture as an expressive art and system of communication , °>

2.1 Nature of art , 9
2.2 Art as an expression , 10
2.3 Architecture as an expressive art, 11

2.3.1 Aesthetic component , 11
2.3.2 Form and Shape , 13
2.3.3 Architectural language , 17
2.3.4 Signs and symbols

2.4 Expressive qualities in architecture , 10
19

CHAPTER 3
3. Co- ralation between architectural expression and the user , 27

3.1 Relation ship between expression in art and the user, 27
3.2 Relationship between architectural expression and the user , z&

3.2.1 Need for architectural expression, 28
3.2.2 Generators of expression „ 2,0

- Physical context as a generator , 10
- Activity pattern as a generator ,
- Purpose as a generator , 33
- Socio-culture as a generator , 33

3.2.3 User as a generator, 37
3.2.4 Architect’s meaning and user’s meaning , 40

3.3 Co-relation between architectural expression and the user with 

reference to special user categories.

v

4/



f

CHAPTER 4
Co-relation between architectural expression and the elders , ^

4.1 Nature of the elders and built spaces
4.2 Case study ( ^0

4.2.1 Architectural framework for analysis, c?°
4.2.1.1 Forms of non built,
4.2.1.2 Forms of built *52

(a) The entrance , «
(b) Plan form/ two dimensional composition ,
(c) Three dimensional compossion , 55
(d) Roof form , 55
(e) Finishes , 5 <=■

(I) Colours ,
(II) Textures, 87

(f) Lighting, 55
4.2.2 Case study 1- Wellcomem village for roofless elders -

Badalgama , 60
4.2.3 Case study 2- “ Little sisters of the poor” - Colombo 10 / n
4.2.4 Case study 3- St.Joseph’s home for the elders Lansigama,

Marawila , 82
4.2.5 Case study 4-“Sanda Sevana” Kudaluwila, Hanwella,

CONCLUSION , 101 
Bibliography \ol



;

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

It is with heartfelt appreciation and gratitude that I offer my sincere thanks to the under 
mentioned people for their constant encouragement^ui dance and advice to me throughout 
the study.

Dr. D. Waduge A Senior Lecturer 
Department of Architecture 
University of Moratuwa

Dr. L.S.R. Perera - A Senior Lecturer 
Department of Architecture 
University of Moratuwa

Archi. ViduraSriNammuni - A Senior Lecturer
Department of Architecture 
University of Moratuwa

I would like to express my sincere thanks to Mr. Phillips, Director at Wellcome Village for 
the roofless elders, Mr. Seneviratne at Sanda Sevana, Mother Superiors at Little sisters of 
the poor and St. Joseph’s home for the aged and all the other management staff of the 
homes for the elders I visited,who welcomed me and helped me in various ways by 
providing me with the necessary study material.

Finally I thank my parents for their support and my wife for her kind contribution 
throughout the woik of study to finish this dissertation successfully.

Damian Francis 
25th June, 1998


