
THE IMPACT OF THE CITY OF COLOMBO ON IT'S 

SUBURBS s A CASE STUDY OF KOLONNAWA 

THE DISSERTATION 

PRESENTED TO 

THE DEPT. OF TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 

UNIVERSITY OF MORATUWA, SRI LANKA 

IN PARTIAL FULFILMENT ' 

OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE 

MASTER,OF SCIENCE IN TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 

390S9 

J.HENRY DE MEL 
DECEMBER, 1982 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Dssssaasaaaassss 

This Dissertation was possible "because of the contri

bution of a host of people by way of guidance,direction, 

advice, comments, cooperation and assistance. 

lam grateful to Ms.8.P. Richards (Lecturer, 2own & 

Country Planning Department, University of Moratuwa) for 

supervising this study end for the guidance so generously 

and efficiently given. 

The advice ar.d direction of Professor M.'.'.J.C .Wendis 

(Head, Department of Town & Country Planning, University 

of ?-1oratuv/e) has "been indispensable for the completion 

of this task. 

The critical comments and suggestions offered by 

f'tr..A.L.S.Perera (Senior Lecturer, Department of 2owu & 

Country Planning, University of Moratuwa) have served to 

enhance the a_uality of the analytical component of this 

study. 

Ian thankful to Professor I.R.Vagale (UM/CH? Advisor, 

Urban Development Authority, Colombo) for the intellectual 

stimulation provided to enable to perceive the wide 

spectrum of possible planning studies. 

To Hr.IT.E.Lickson, (Director Planning, Urban Bevelop-

rcent Authority, Colombo) and his staff, lam greatly indeb

ted for the contribution made towards this study by shar

ing, their experience and knowledge with me. 

If not for the cooperation extended to rze by .he 

officials of the Kolonnr-wa Urban Council, the officials 



of various government and private establishments at 

Kolonnav/a and of the numerous people of Kolonnav/a who 

generously gave roe of their time and knowledge, this 

study would not have been possible. Iam grateful to all 

of them. 

The stimulating interaction and sugf.eoticne of the 

Staff of the Department of Town &. Country Planning, of 

the University of Koratuv/a and of my colleagues of the 

srme Department have contributed very nuch towards this 

Dissertation. 

Finally, lam grateful to the f*larga Institute (v>ri 

Lankc Centre for Development ctudiec) for having r.hetted 

ciy interest in the suburban phenomenon through : ite 

research programme. 

J.Henry De Kel 



Acknowledgements » .. 1. 

Synopsis , ill. 

Abbreviations vi. 

List of Figures & Kapc vii. 

M a t of Tables viii. 

Introduction 1 

Chapter One - Suburban Jdevelopment - An I-Iietcrical 
Overview 5 

1.0- definition of fuburfcs 5 

1.1- Suburban ^oectrum 6 

1.2- Origins & Evolution of Suburbs ....... 8 

1.3- Suburbanization in developed Countries. 11 

1.4- Suburbanization in developing Countries. 16 

1.5- history of Cuburbanisation in '">ri lanka. 18 

1.6- theories of City Expansion ........... 21 

Chapter *Vo - City of Color.bo end it*s jju'curbr; ... ?3 

2.1- Urbrnination - Global Phenol er..cn 23 

2.2- Urbanisation & Urban Crcwth in j;ri Lanka.24 

2.3- Evolution of the City of Colombo 31 

2.4- Suburban Growth 3S 

2.5- Past Metropolitan ?lane of Sri Lanka .. 44 



Chapter 2hree - Growth of Kolonnawa, 1940-1982 50 

3«1- Introduction to Kolonnewa ............. 50 

3.2- demographic Profile 58 

5.3- Land in Kolonnawa 63 

3.4- Kolonnawa in USA Planning Schemes .... 74 

Chapter Four - Impact of Colombo City on Folormava 76 

4.1- Analysis of Change in Sexographic £rofile76 

4.2- Analypir of Change in Laad Use-Eolonnr-wa 79 

4.3- /.nplyrlr cf Land Valuec & Sranrectionr • 85 

4.4- Conclurion 86 

Chapter 1'ive - Planning Guidelines & Proporalr 
ii'ov Kolonnawa and Other Colombo 
Suburbs 88 

5.1- Plrnninn Context 83 

5.2- Qbjjectivee for Kolonnawa 90 

5.3- Proposals for Kolonnav/a 91 

5.4- Objectives for fuburbe of Colombo 93 

5.5- Iropocrlc for I uburbs of Coloxbo ...... 94 

Chapter kix - Conclusion 95 

•'ibliography 99 

Append i x 105 



111. 

SYNOPSIS 
sssmsasB 

This study is an examination and analysis of the 

impact of the city of Colombo on it*s suburbs. 

In Sri Lanka the fringe of the city of Colombo 

developed rapidly and spectacularly especially 

since the Second World l/ar. Suburban! sat ion is 

not an independent process but is intertwined 

with urbanization and urban growth. Thus in this 

paper, in order to comprehend better the emergence 

and growth of the suburbs, it is viewed in the 

wider context of urbanisation in Sri Lanka. The 

evolution and the vicissitudes of the city of 

Colombo are then examined and it*s influence on 

Kolonnaw® and it's suburbs is assessed and analysed. 

Chapter One - Suburban Development -An Historical 
Overview 

An overview of suburbanieation on the 

global plane, spanning over ancient, 

medieval and modern times in the 

Developed and Developing Countries 

is offered. Special reference is made 

to Sri Lanka. Factors that affect 

suburbanisation are identified. 



Chapter Two - The City of Colombo and It's Suburbs 

Sri Lanka*s distinct pattern of 

urbanization is examined. The 

dominance of the wet zone and within 

that, of the Colombo District is 

spotlighted. The most eminent urban 

centre of this district - the City of 

Colombo and it's evolution is then 

inquired into. It's primate status 

end the overspilling of it's functions 

and developments into it's outskirts 

is investigated and analysed. A 

definition of the suburbs of the city 

of Colombo is given and past metropoli

tan planning efforts ere reviewed. 

Chapter Three- Growth of Kolonnawa 1940-1932 

The research findings of the case study 

of Kolonnawa are presented. The changing 

land use pattern in favour of urban 

uses is highlighted. Kolonnawa's growth 

as an immedia-te suburb of the city of 

Colombo is documented and established. 



± Chapter Four - Impact of the City of Colombo on the 

Development of Kolonnawa 

The growth and development of Kolonna

wa 1B analysed. The role of decentrali

zation policies and the impact of the 

city of Colombo on suburban growth 

are further analysed. 2he impact is 

analysed through an examination of the 

linkages with the city of Colombo. 

Chapter Five - Planning Guidelines for Kolonnawa 

and ether Suburbs of Colombo 

Goals and Objectives for Kolonnawa and 

the other suburbs are formulated. 

Proposals are then recommended. Kolon

nawa, it is proposed, should be deve

loped by linking it to the city of 

Colombo• 

Chapter SIX - Conclusion 

A resume and conclusions are fur

nished. The conclusion is that the 

city of Colombo had made a strong 

impact on it 4s suburbs. Factors affect

ing suburbanieation in Sri Lanka, 

appear to be similar to those of Deve

loped Countries. 

*** 
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CGR - Ceylon Government Railway 

GTE - Ceylon Transport Board 

L? - Local Soard 

WO - Municipal Council 

2C - ?own Council 

UC - Urban Council 

UDA - Urban Development Authority 

UK - United Kingdom 

USA - United States of America 
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