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SYNOPSIS 

Of the 585,776 i n h a b i t a n t s i n t h e c i t y o f Colombo, a l m o s t 

57.4$ l i v e i n s e t t l e m e n t s c h a r a c t e r i s e d by poor q u a l i t y 

hous ing and low income e a r n i n g c a p a c i t y . The q u a l i t y o f 

l i f e o f t h e s e p e o p l e i s c r i t i c a l l y a f f e c t e d by poor 

p h y s i c a l i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , Tho problems r e l a t e d t o t h e 

p r o v i s i o n o f p h y s i c a l i n f r a s t r u c t u r e t o t h e s e s e t t l e m e n t s a r e 

i n v e s t i g a t e d i n t h i s p a p e r . The p h y s i c a l i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 

components a r e viewed a s b a s i c human needs f o r the s u r v i v a l 

o f the I n d i v i d u a l and a s e s s e n t i a l e lements f o r the 

f u n c t i o n i n g o f t h e s e t t l e m e n t s . A c a s e s tudy o f Uanatharaul la 

s u p p o r t e d by sample o b s e r v a t i o n s i s undertaken t o a s s e s s 

t h e s e problems i n depth , and t o p r o v i d e a b a s i s f o r the 

f o r m u l a t i o n o f norms and s t a n d a r d s . 

I n t h e f i r s t c h a p t e r , low income s e t t l e m e n t s ( s lums and 

s q u a t t e r s e t t l e m e n t s ) a r e shown t o have o r i g i n a t e d with t h e 

i n c a p a c i t y o f the c i t y t o a b s o r b t h e r u r a l - u r b a n m i g r a n t 

workforce s p e c i a l l y s i n c e independence and i t s i n a b i l i t y t o 

a f f o r d a d e q u a t e h o u s i n g . 

The second c h a p t e r t r i e s t o show t h a t the f u l f i l m e n t o f 

b a s i c needs i s r e l a t e d t o development s t r a t e g y * P r e v a i l i n g 

s t a n d a r d s i n S r i Lanka and i n some c o u n t r i e s o f t h e d e v e l o p i n g 

world a r e l ooked a t . 

I n t h e t h i r d c h a p t e r the r e a s o n s f o r and mode o f 

s e l e c t i o n , o f t h e s t u d y a r e a i s d e a l t with.. Here t h e a t t e m p t 

h a s been made t o i d e n t i f y t h e s t r e s s a r e a s i n t h e Colombo c i t y 

l i m i t s by the a p p l i c a t i o n o f the s t r e s s map t e c h n i q u e . 
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A d e t a i l e d survey i s c a r r i e d o u t i n t h e Wanathamulla 

s q u a t t e r a r e a and f i n d i n g s a r e r e p o r t e d i n c h a p t e r 4.. 

The p o p u l a t i o n o f t h i s a r e a i s 5744. The median income 

o f a household i s Rs.536/- P e r raonth and 32% o f them a r e 

u n a b l e t o pay a s i n g l e cent e i t h e r f o r r e n t o r s e r v i c e s . 

S a n i t a r y t o i l e t s a r e non-exi3tent i n t h e a r e a and 

i m p r o v i s e d t o i l e t s t h a t a r e opened t o t h e c a n a l c r i t i c a l l y 

a f f e c t the h e a l t h and s a n i t a t i o n o f the a r e a , by c a u s i n g 

p o l l u t i o n . Some o f t h e more i m p o r t a n t h a z a r d s f a c e d by t h e 

r e s i d e n t s o f Uanathamulla a r e c a t e g o r i z e d t h u s : 

a . Use o f contaminated water f o r d r i n k i n g and c o o k i n g . 

b . I n s a n i t a r y means o f s o l i d was te d i s p o s a l 

c . Absence o f d r a i n a g e 

The p e o p l e o f Wanathamulla a r e aware o f t h e i r f e l t n e e d s . 

The s tudy c a r r i e d o u t r e v e a l e d t h a t 40.1$ o f them need 

t o i l e t s , 36.3% o f them need water supply and a n o t h e r 15*2% 

o f them need h o u s i n g f a c i l i t i e s . 

The f u n c t i o n s o f the i n s t i t u t i o n s i n v o l v e d i n t h e 

p r o v i s i o n o f i n f r a s t r u c t u r e a r e d e a l t with i n t h e c h a p t e r 

f i v e . An a t t empt i s made t o f i n d out what p l a n n i n g e lements 

a r e l a c k i n g in; the p r e v a i l i n g p r o v i s i o n s . Here t h e p o s s i b l e 

methods o f f i n a n c i n g and f u n c t i o n s o f f i n a n c i n g a g e n c i e s 

a r e a l s o d i s c u s s e d . 

F i n a l l y , norms and s t a n d a r d s a p p r o p r i a t e t o S r i Lanka 

a r e evo lved i n c h a p t e r 6, I n f o r m u l a t i n g norms and s t a n d a r d s 

b a s i c c o n s i d e r a t i o n s such a s h e a l t h , cus toms , c l i m a t e , 

f u n c t i o n , d e n s i t y and c o s t a r e a l s o taken i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

The s t a n d a r d s a r r i v e d a t a r e then t e s t e d i n p a r t o f the 

s t u d y a r e a . 
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Chapter 7 p r e s e n t s c o n c l u s i o n s , and on the b a s i s o f 

t h e s e f i n d i n g s recommendations a r e made. 

f B a s i c human needs a r e t o be p r o v i d e d n o t f o r r e a s o n s 

o f economic j u s t i f i c a t i o n , b u t a s an e s s e n t i a l f o r t h e 

s u r v i v a l and t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n o f human d i g n i t y . 
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