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SYNOPSIS

This study is concerned with the planning implications
of the existing regional dispar%tips in Sri Lanka.‘The regional
development problem is one df'inzauality in the development
of subnational geographic (Wet-Zene and Dry-Zone) regions and
of the disparities in the distribution of wealth and income
and in the provisions of infrastructure utilities and amenities.
It is, in fact, the spatial manifestation of the phenomenon
known as the "dual economy"; a dynamic, growing infrastructure
modernizing urbanizing region (i.e. in the South-Western
quadrant 48 the Wet-Zone of the country) co-existing with a
stagnant, traditional rural regions (Dry-Zone). The conse-
quences of this dichotomy is serious for all regions; in the
rural regions, it results in low inceme, unempleyment, migra-
tion of thigmmost progressive segment of the pepulation and
a dependence on subsigtancemethods of production.in the
urban areas, the result has been increased migraﬁion causing
serious deficiencies in housing, social services and employ-

ment and so on.

The discussion of these problems in the study has been
carried out in six Chapters. The first twoe chapters are in-
troeductory; the next two are analytical ard the fifth chapter
comprises the'discussion on the planning solutions towards
dealing with the problems. The final chapter has been devoted

to the conclusions and recommendgtions.

Thus, in the first chapter an attempt has been made to
identify the regional delineation which was considered suitable

for the study. In the second chapter the discussion has

ey




.focussed on the salient features of each of the defined
regions. In pext chapter three, the existing socio-economic
and physical regional‘disparities have been sepavately ana-
lysed. The causes and effects of such:a dispgrity are also
examined, mostly in terms of @oonemic and‘démographic factors.
The socio-economic development indicafors of each region
shows the prevailing discriminations. On the basis of this
analysis, the planning implications of the existing regional
disparities have been discussed in the fourth chapter. The
present situation of spétial structuring of the urban centres,
the government pelicies for resource allocation and the
organizational implications have-also been critically analysed

in this chapter.

The fifth chapter is devoted to a discussion of examining
appropriate'planning solutionsto 'these' problems. Seme signi-
ficant conb?pﬁs such ag "Balanced growth Vs. Unbalanced growth"
%Decentraliéation" "Growth Pole Strategy" and"Dispersed growth
Centres" have been diséussed with a view to deriving an appro-
priate planning strategy. On this basis the final chapter
has recommended Dispersed Growth Centre strategy as an
appropriate solution towards meeting the planning probhlems

arising from the regional disparities.
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