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ABSTRACT 

The lack of adequate public procurement practices has imposed several construction 

industry issues, leading to project delays and inefficient use of public funds. To 

improve the situation, Sustainable Public Procurement (SPP) practices would be a 

better start position on revival. However, the literature review emphasizes limited 

studies conducted on SPP practices related to the construction industry in Sri Lanka. 

Hence, the primary focus of the research revolved around crafting an implementation 

strategy for SPP practices within the Sri Lankan construction industry, aiming to 

address existing gaps and promote greater sustainability and responsible procurement 

practices within the sector. A detailed literature review was conducted to identify and 

prioritise challenges and key drivers in implementing SPP practices in local and 

foreign construction industries. With the help of the snowballing sampling method, we 

identified and conducted a pre-survey on ten government personnel working in the 

construction industry to assess their awareness and identify challenges and key drivers 

faced by SPP practices in the construction industry. Pre-survey and literature review 

results were used to develop the proposed framework and validated through an online 

survey. Thirty-four responses were collected from government semi-government 

officials in the local construction industry. Four responses were discarded for various 

reasons, and 30 were used for data analysis. Based on the data analysis, ten challenges 

and six key drivers were used to develop the framework and implementation strategy 

for SPP practices in the construction industry. The subject matter experts reviewed and 

validated the framework and implementation strategy and incorporated the feedback. 

This study’s results benefit policymakers and institutional practitioners handling 

construction procurement works. 

Keywords: construction industry, public procurement, sustainable public procurement 

practices 
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