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ABSTRACT

An urban area is a place with a character which has developed with time. So every urbanity is a
place of uniqueness which will have its own inherited properties, identity and a development
potential. The conservation of such characteristics and attributes which assist to define its urban
character is a specialized skill which should be acquired by development planners. Hence urban
conservation in development planning of a local area has been a challenging but an important
issue. Many contemporary researches are being carried out to explore conservation potentials
within the parameters of prime aspects of urban development, which are economic, physical,
social and environmental aspects.

In Sri Lankan context, it is revealed that the urban development plans which are being prepared
for the urban areas, are not concerning the potentials of urban conservation. According to the
preamble of UDA law 41 of 1978, the preparation of development plans for urban areas should
consider the social, physical and economic aspects. Further study on the document reveals that it
has hardly any emphasis on urban conservation.

Today historic towns are been threatened and physically degraded, damaged or even destroyed by the
impact of unplanned urban development. This can be considered as a result of not realizing the urban
conservation potentials. The historic core areas are being protected, but the immediate locality is
developed with no consideration given to conservation. So the lack of consideration of urban
character conservation is a serious problem in local town planning practice.

Accordingly, the layering proved that Baticaloa streets show high association of water fronts. The
relationship of built fabric and water body is shaping the cities character. The occurrences of historic
buildings in streets are at 3% yet in such a street occurrence of multiple conservable buildings are at
86.%. The occurrence of city blocks with conservable buildings is 21%. In such a city block multiple
occurrence of such streets are at 73%. Of above 67% of such streets and buildings restricted to Turtle
Island. Hence the potential of conservation is high due to condensation of such urban areas. The
Dutch fort which was also recognized by public as the best land mark of Baticaloa and 2nd best place
to be conserved is situated in this area. But the objects such as Kalady bridge and light house are in
isolation. There for individual objects also have to be recognized for conservation based local area
development plan.
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CHAPTER 01
1.1 Background

An urban area is a place with a character which has developed with time. So every
urbanity is a place of uniqueness which will have its own inherited properties, identity
and a development potential. The conservation of such characteristics and attributes
which assist to define its urban character is a specialised skill which should be acquired
by development planners. Hence urbanconservation in development planning of a local
area has been a challenging but an important issue. Many contemporary researches are
being carried out to explore conservation potentials within the parameters of prime
aspects of urban development, which are economic, physical, social and environmental

aspects.

In Sri Lankan context, it is revealed that the urban development plans which are being
prepared for the urban areas, are not concerning the potentials of urban conservation.
According to the preamble of UDA lavL 4 l'of 1978, the preparation of development plans
for urban areas should consider the sd@%ﬁ%hxsical and economic aspects. Further study

on the document reveals that it has haxﬁ any emphasis on urban conservation.

According to Charter for the conservation of historic towns and urban areas (washington
charter 1987) Adopted by ICOMOS General Assembly in Washington, DC, October
1987,

The urban areas can be found out associated with historic centers as well as
natural and man-made environments. Beyond their role as historical documents, these
areas embody the values of traditional urban cultures. Today many such areas are being
threatened, physically degraded, damaged or even destroyed, by the impact of the
unplanned urban development. Furthermore it is also threatened by industrialization
which follows development. This can be considered as direct impacts of undervaluation

of development potentials associated with urban conservation.



1.2. Problem Definition

Today historic towns are been threatened and physically degraded, damaged or
cven destroyed by the impact of unplanned urban development. This can be considered
as a result of not realizing the urban conservation potentials. The historic core areas are
being protected, but the immediate locality is developed with no consideration given to
conservation. So the lack of consideration of urban character conservation is a serious
problem in local town planning practice.

The practiced development regulations are set as and laws enforceable to all
urban areas of the country excluding very few specially designated places. Yet the urban
tabric of the country is so vibrant in its character and also defer due to geographical
tormation and features. The importance of study on urban character further expands
when considering the multiplicity of urban character in within the country as described
below.

» Urban character map of Trincomalee urban area (Appendix A) . the
scatte;%'d built fabric resulted_,iels;ricted by mass #3Vernment occupation.
The buildings are laid at dense érid with positive interaction with all
water bodies. &

e Urban character map of Baticaloa urban area (Appendix B) : the
condensed built fabric surrounded by water densificate towards the
center. The building densities reduce at the water front with relatively
organic street network.

e Urban character map of Mathara urban area (Appendix C) :A large
urban path with a huge suburb through the land. In land water body
existence at low.

e Urban character map of Kalmunai urban area (Appendix D): dense urban
areas with no sprawl. Organic, narrow streets within the city blocks and

multiple layer activity patterns are sustaining the needs of the inhabitants.

T T e fE A e



e Urban character map of Hambanthota urban area (Appendix E)
Salteries, the sea and harbor dominate the urban character. A new city is
developing at a grander scale.
At macro scale all above urban areas fall under urbanities situated along eastern and
southern coast. Yet they have a striking variety of urban character at present. The
present development trends in Sri Lanka’s development promises that these areas are to
be subjected to rapid growth in next decade. The existing law which and practice which
does not acknowledge the identity and character of a specific urban area will soon push

the above areas as well as the country in to a urban homogeneity.
1.3.  Research Objective

The study intends to explore urban conservation in global arena identify the
authoritative elements of urban character via literature survey and via study of urban
area developmenjgprojects which associate urban conservation. Then to test the social

L G . —— .
acceptability of above elements as elements, which defines the character of place via

field survey in the study area in order t%@monétrate a possible conservation approach

to urban development planning in local areas.
1.4. Methodology And Study Process

The study is based on case study method. A local urban area is to be studied for
applicable law and global theoretical knowledge (literature survey). The principals
adopted from the above task are to be used as layers for the further analysis (layer
method) on case study area. The identified conservation potentials from above exercise
are to further proven/disprove from a public perception survey. The survey intends to
use sampling method, both random sampling and selected sampling. Then to
comparison will conclude with a demonstration of possibility of a conservation approach

to development planning for a local area, or vise versa.



T'he chart explaining the flow of study process is shown in the figure 1.1 as follows.
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1.5.  Scope And Limitation

Urban conservation is asumed as a way of preserving urban characto disregarding all
socio economic rationales which are applicable for the place..urban conservation is to be
categorised in to the groups of natural, manmade and culutural and analysed accordingly.
study not intends to prepare development plan but to identify the ways of value and
applicability of conservation of urban character in such a plan.

The theoretical framework which is organized based only on currently available
literature. Under the empirical work it limits to do only reconnaissance survey only for
the study area. The surveys will only be carried out in accessible areas within study area

due to security reasons.

‘S:‘
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CHAPTER 02

2.1 Introduction

This chapter expects to study the work about the conservation approach in the local and
global arena in charters, principals, theories and in development plans. Furthermore, it
can also be noticed that many scholars have been expressing opinions on this subject.
Especially their views, definitions, concepts, principles and applications can be

summarized as follows.
2.2 Urban Conservation

The urban conservation has been defined in many ways as follows

133

. imbued with a message from the past, the historic monuments of generations of
generations of people remain to the present day as living witness on their age-old
traditions. People-gre becoming more and more conscious of .t.tl-ic unity of human values
and regard ancient monuments as a comﬁw‘lx herltage The common responsibility to
safeguard them for future generations is rggmzed It is our duty to hand them on in the

full richness of their authenticity ICOMOS (1992).

In searching for ways and means to revitalize the urban setting to provide for the lost
psychological roots, the professionals have found refuge in the historic settings that
having given the cultural needs a spiritual existence have become a cultural
phenomenon. Today these setting are a key subject in intellectual forums, resulting in an

increasing interest in urban conservation

Urban conservation has also been considered as a management tool in local area

development plans that enhance the valve of the city.

Urban Conservation as a management tool , is able to facilitate a desirable symbiosis

between man and environment by respecting the cultural values of a setting. It is also

SR WESIRAE TS Fae e e s .



capable of managing the changes of the urban setting, thus guiding a setting according to

the timely-evolution of man and his society.

Emphasizing historic, architectural or aesthetic merits of the physical fabric, these

policies ignore phenomenological values of a living setting.

“Being aware of the limits of a‘research of this nature, the degradation of life in urban
space as a result of urban conservation is defined as the problem to be focused onto.
Once the contribution of the society in terms of its value system or life patterns in
shaping an environmental quality of an urban space is considered, and the erosion of life
is placed within the cultural needs of an eastern urban setting that used to be a theatre

of” Munasingha. H (1998)

Hence it confirms with the assumptions of the study which hypothesized that
conservation of urban character is pro-development oriented.
2.3 Evolution of ©rban Conservation Congepts -
s
In the evaluation of urban conservation, f""nceptws, man has considered past as heritage

that protected symbols and cultural continuity. Accordingly,

“Ever since man became aware of the concept of time, symbolic remains of the past
were proclaimed an inheritance. This appreciation of the past for its documentary values,
by enhancing man’s knowledge of man, provided him with an orientation in time and
space. Urban settings that represented a conquered nature by developing a reciprocal
relationship between man and nature were also protected for symbolic values

Munasingha. H (1998)
But heritage is not just shows the past that are entities of inseparable from environment.

The concept of heritage was significantly enriched by the Italians. Petrarch, who noted

that the monuments were not just representations of the past, but “... important entities



inseparable from environments in which they were placed” pioneered this new revival of

the concept of heritage

This concept of cultural heritage was expanded to an international level. in this context,

first international charter was established.

“The first international charter was drafted in 1931 in Athens. This acknowledged the
uniqueness in each case, and recommended regular and permanent maintenance to
protect the cultural inheritance. The Athens Charter recognized the city as one element

with a social, economic and political complex, emphasizing urban cape as a totality”.

The Venice Charter of 1964 furthered protection of heritage globally within the present

awareness of cultural heritage.
The charter defines the heritage as follows,

* imbued with a Jpessage from the past, the historic mominlilclts of generations of
generations of people remain to the pre-s?%méf:day as living witness on their age-old
traditions. People are becoming more and; ""‘re conscious of the unity of human values
and regard ancient monuments as a Con{mf)n heritage. The common responsibility to
safeguard them for future generations is recognized. Its is our duty to hand them on in

the full richness of their authenticity
After the above definition, heritage was referred as conservation as follows.
The Burra Charter drafted by the Australian ICOMOS in 1977 states,

“.... the aim of conservation is the retain the cultural significance of a place and must

include provision for its security, its maintenance and its future”

As a result of that above consideration, The International Council on Monuments and
Sites (ICOMOS) adopted the Charter for Conservation of Historic Towns and Urban
Areas in 1986, identifying historic urban areas for their role as historical documents and

the embodiments of values of traditional urban cultures.




The charter, emphasis to the continuity of urban settings. notes five qualities that are to

be protected.

a) urban patterns as defined by lots and streets;

b) relationship between buildings and green and open spaces;

¢) the formal appearance, interior and exterior of buildings as defined by scale, size,
construction, materials, color and decoration;

d) the relationship between the town or urban area and its surrounding setting, both
natural and man-made;

e) the various functions that the town or the urban area has acquired over time;

These key elements of the urban from demonstrate and the expression of its image, but it

is their specitfic compositional order, which is responsible for holding to a living society

A significant development of the concept of heritage in terms of its orientation towards
values can be idgntified in the definition of the Draft Medium Report (1989) of
B ————

- -

UNESCO, Za

The entire corpus of material signs, eithﬁrtistic or symbolic, handed on by the past to
each culture, and therefore to the whole humankind. As a constituent part of the
affirmation and enrichment of cultural identities, as legacy belonging to all humankind,
the cultural heritage gives each particular place its recognizable features and is the store

house of human experience Munasingha. H (1998).

This definition is a landmark, moving away from the “conventional” emphasis on the

merits to enrich the heritage values.

The evolution of the concept of value in environmental ethics, animal rights, ect., is
capable of preparing grounds to render a better protection that facilitates a cultural

continuity.



Heritage » Cultural Heritage (Cultural Values)
(properties,
inheritance,....) L —»Physical Heritage —
Tangible
< Values
_» Movable Heritage
(Function, Use,....) _
Intangible
Values
Assets ~ Ly Immovable Heritage (Expressive,
Transmission (Buildings, Sites, etc.,...)
Phenomenological,..)
Continuity > i Non-Physical Heritage
* (Folklore.......) —
Society, Cultural Group L>Natura1 Herité%?ﬁesource Values) Intrinsic Values
& ﬁ Extrinsic Values
Inherent Values
Figure 2.1 Heritage, its properties and its values Source:

Munasingha. H (1998) urban conservation and city life

The concept of heritage that possesses tangible and intangible values, can be divided
into cultural and natural heritage, Dividing cultural heritage into physical and
nonphysical, and physical heritage as movable and immovable, Here it is aimed at
focusing on the immovable cultural heritage, even though man, being a product of

nature, this division may give rive to contradiction

[he key concepts of the society, structure and organization, makes the role heritage
plays in shaping its identity detectable. Thus a proper way of protecting cultural heritage
1s by ascribing it with inherent values, making its a moral duty. The re-interpretation of

the decree issued by the revolutionary government in France demonstrates the need to

10
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bring in the concept of values to heritage protection, and strength of ascription of

inherent values. Taylor (1986) notes,

This is the value (inherent value) we place on an object or a place (such as work of art, a
historical building, a battlefield, a wonder of nature, or an archaeological site) that we
believe should be preserved, not because of its usefulness or its commercial value, but
simply because it has beauty, or historical importance or cultural significance. When an
object or place is valued in this way, it is considered wrong to destroy or damage it, or to
allow it to deteriorate through neglect. Efforts are made to preserve it in good condition
and to protect it from vandalism. y a heritage, and makes it the nest of a continuous

living. Munasingha. H (1998)

Since protection of urban heritage must be a part of an overall plan use and environment
planning, the integrated approach has potentials to bring in justice to urban heritage and

its users.
47&,3

L
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In this process of evolution, urban heritag#onsidered as urban conservation.

Urban heritage is defined as the unique urban qualities that represent the way of life
generated in the setting, and urban conservation is defined as management of that
quality; not of a geographically-delimited city or a district, but their expressive qualities,
aiming at protecting an urban cape as an artifact and an environmental setting. A
threefold approach can be proposed to accomplish this, firstly to evaluate an urban
heritage within the cultural context, secondly to develop conservation Actions, and then
thirdly to ascribe the as describe the heritage with inherent values to practice urban

conservation. Such an approach proclaims the particular urban qualit

Accordingly, urban conservation has its high potentials and can be incorporated in the

integrated planning.

11



The ICOMOS Charter of 1985 deems that it is necessary to integrate urban conservation

in a coherent policy of economic and social, and urban and regional development.
2.4 Urban Conservation Principles

According to the Donald Appleyard (1979) Council of Europe committee on
Monuments and sites has been identified 11 principles that are can be summarized as

follows.

I.The European architectural heritage consists not only in the most important monument
- it also includes the groups of lesser buildings in old towns and characteristic villages in

their natural or manmade settings.

For many years, only major monuments were protected and restored and then without
reference to their surroundings. More recently it was realized that, if the surroundings

are impaired, even those monuments can lose much of their character.
‘;‘.‘
~ . . . . - - . - . M .
['oday, it is recognized that entire groups .@b}g}ldmgs, even if they do not include any

example of outstanding merit, may have eﬁrﬁ?gtfnoéphere that gives them the quality of
works of art, welding different periods and’styles into a harmonious whole. Such groups

should also be preserved.

The architectural heritage is an expression of history and helps us to understand the

relevance of the past to contemporary life

L. The past as embodied in the architectural heritage provides the sort of

environment indispensable for a balanced and complete life.

In the pace of a rapidly changing civilization, in which brilliant successes are
accompanied by grave perils, people today have an instinctive feeling for the value of

this heritage.

12




This heritage should be passed on to future generations in its authentic state and in all its
variety as an essential part of the memory of the human race. Otherwise, part of man’s

awareness of his own continuity will be destroyed.

2. The architectural heritage is a capital of irreplaceable spiritual, cultural, social

and economic value.

Each generation places a different interpretation on the past and derives new inspiration

from it. This capital has

European charter of the Architectural heritage been built up over the centuries: The
destruction of any part of it leaves us poorer, since nothing new that we create, however

fine, will make good the loss.

Our society now has to husband its resources. Far from being a luxury, this heritage is an

economic asset which can be used to save community resources.
" * . . e . Y ’ . .
3. The structure of historic centers .agdagites is conducive to a harmonious social

) -

balance. o
fy ,%

By offering the right conditions for the development of a wide range of activities, our
old towns and villages favored social integration. They can once again lend themselves

to a social mix.
4. The architectural heritage has on important part to play in education.

The architectural heritage provides a wealth of material for explaining and comparing
forms and styles and their applications. Today when visual appreciation and firsthand
experience play a decisive role in education, it is essential to keep alive the evidence of

different periods and their achievements.

The survival of this evidence will be assured only if the need to protect it is understood
by the greatest number, Particularly by the younger generation who will be its future

guardians.

13



5. This heritage is in danger.

[t is threatened by ignorance, obsolescence, deterioration of every kind and neglect.
Urban planning can be destructive when authorities yield too readily to economic
pressures and to the demands of motor traffic. Misapplied contemporary technology and
ill-considered restoration may be disastrous to old structures. Above all, land and
property speculation feeds upon all errors and omissions and brings to naught the most

carefully laid plans.
6. Integrated conservation averts these dangers.

Integrated conservation is achieved by the application of sensitive restoration techniques
and the correct choice of appropriate functions. In the course of history the heart of
towns and sometime villages have been left to deteriorate and have turned into areas of
substandard housing. Their restoration must be undertaken in a spirit of social justice
and should not cguse the departure of the poorer inhabitants. Because of this,

. . ., . e . .
conservation must be one of the first cons1d§;a&gpns in all Urban and regional planning.

)

It should be noted that integrated conscr#ion does not rule out the introduction of
modern architecture into areas containing old buildings provided that the existing
context, proportions, forms sizes and scale are fully respected and traditional materials

are used.

7. Integrated conservation depends on legal, administrative financial and technical

support.
Legal

Integrated conservation should make full use of all existing laws and regulations that can
contribute to the protection and preservation of the architectural heritage. Where such
taws and regulations are insufficient for the purpose they should be supplemented by

appropriate legal instruments at national, regional and local levels.

14




Administrative

In order to carry out a policy of integrated conservation, properly staffed administrative
services be established.
Financial

Where necessary the maintenance and restoration of the architectural heritage and
individual parts thereof should encouraged by suitable forms of financial aid and

incentive, including tax measures.

It is essential that the financial resources made available by public authorities for the
restoration of historic centers should be a least equal to those allocated for new

construction.
Technical

There are today {0 few architects, technicigns of all kinds, speeiadized firms and skilled

sz X,
craftsmen to respond to all the needs of restﬁ(j)_r'aaon.

Lk

It is necessary to develop training facilitieS and increase prospects of employment for the

relevant managerial, technical and manual skills. the buildings industry should be
Conservation Experiments

Urged to adapt itself to these needs. Traditional crafts should be fostered rather than

allowed to die out.
8. Integrated conservation cannot succeed without the co-operation of all.

Although the architectural heritage belongs to everyone, each of its parts is

nevertheless at the mercy of any individual.

The public should be properly informed because citizens are entitled to

participate in decisions affecting their environment.

15



Each generation has only a life interest in this heritage and is responsible for

passing it on to future generations.

9. The European architectural heritage is the common property of our continent.

10. Conservation problems are not peculiar to any one country. They are common to
the whole of Europe and should be dealt with in a co-ordinate manner. It lies
with the council of Europe to ensure that member states pursue coherent policies

in a spirit of solidarity.

Above principles have been considered again in the I[COMOS seminar in 1987 and that

can indicated as follow

The principles lay down by the ICOMOS seminar held in Brazil in 1987 marks a turning
point in urban conservation by identifying city as an historical entity and the physical
result of a sociaé-productive process. These principle recgrllglend, maintenance and
enhancement of reference patterns needédéfor the expression and consolidation of the
citizenship, should be the aim of ur%g conservation. Considering that one of the
characteristics of urban historical sites is their manifold functions, their preservation
should not take place at the expense of severe use limitations, even when the allowed
uses are of the kind referred to as cultural. They should be, in fast, necessarily shelter
both the universes of work and of everyday life, Success of integrated conservation

depends on legal, administrative, financial and technical supports and the way they are

interwoven into the value system. Munasingha. H (1998)
2.5 Analytical Tools to Identify Urban Character

The conservation plans also emphasize the strength of urban morphology as a basis for

urban conservation.

Urban morphology, as an analytical tool, is able to provide information on the making of

an urban from and also to evaluate phenomenological values. Scrutinizing the
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evolutionary pattern of an urban form within its historic-social context, through an
analysis of physical components and spatial structure criteria, it can grasp the life lived
in it. The urban intervention, being a historical process in itself, is benefited in terms of
enhancing a continuity of an urban quality if studying of forms from this perspective is

pursued.

As Butina (1987) notes morphological analysis of urban form provides data on The
overall structure and its development process, thus being of immense use in the

formulation of comprehensive conservation policies.

The grounds to ascribe values on each quarter through urban conservation.

Papagergious-Ventas (1983) advocates,

“through an integrated and co-existence of city quarters of different periods which retain

their image and remain faithful to their structure and original concepts, a continuity of

urban form can bei,restored; without ruling out changes, adaptation and innovations,
——

man’s indispensable demand for ‘modegiée.tion’ could be facilitated, reinforcing

identity and existence of society in urbansc%.” Pai)ageorgious Ventas (1993)

Following aspects are noted by Papageorgious - Ventas, in the urban conservation

approach development

1. Determination of the exact location and delineation of the quarters in question.

2. Typological analysis of the spatial characteristics and qualities of the urban
fabric.

3. Functional interaction between the different areas of the quarter. Study of the
feasibility of an incorporation of new uses suitable for the area.

4. Analysis of street images and the space of urban interaction. Visual sequence

investigations.

These are the important components of a city from,
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The map, on the its hand, is useful in formulating a development-oriented conservation

for its potentials to identify uses, activities, and to manage new investments.

“observing ....the spaces where life occurs are places agrees with linking place making
and continuity of life. An urban conservation approach that enable place-making by
enhancing the diverse phenomenological values of the urban space, is the one that is
capable of rendering an appropriate protection to urban heritage.” Norberg-Schulz

(1980),

Following figure shows the above three phenomenological values

Concepts Physical  Properties

d'i‘

Activiti
Figure 2.2 Three constituents of place
Source: Canter 1977  Three constituents of place

The recent attempts of the World Heritage Centre to formulate urban design guidelines
for the historic cities acknowledge the need for a pragmatic theoretical approach based

on diverse values,

18



R IT YT
RE XN VU IENT: MU”IYL‘/\«_

el STy

In the developing world, most of the cities were either built or substantially shaped by
colonialism. Incorporating them on an international trade network was also helptul in
maintaining their established power. In the post-independent era, these cities have lost
this economic base, becoming vulnerable to neo-colonialism. Having been owned by a
social group that was often disliked for depriving the cultural aspirations of the locals.
these cities can proclaimed a heritage for their acquired ‘new’ cultural significance.”
Conserving urban space, rather than historic cities or districts, as a cultural setting by
identifying its phenomenological values is more meaningful, but lack of sound
theoretical underpinning have been a problem for the development of this type of an

approach. Munasingha. H (1998)

Urban conservation should not only protect the heritage but should also improve the
quality of life by opening up for fresh social life.

‘Q . fp——
Accordingly, in the urban planning we sho@égncentrate on to the economic benefits

2

‘urban conservation can be used as

while protecting the urban heritage. Therefgr

management tool to achieve overall aspects in urban area..
2.6 International Case Studies

[t is important to examine the international experience regarding the urban conservation.

In that context, four urban conservation practices are discussed as follows.

2.6.1 The Bologna experience

Planning and Historic Renovation in a Communist City, The renovation of the historic
center of Bologna has become widely known, both in [taly and internationally, as an
example of what an urban administration can do to prevent the physical decay of its
historical architectural heritage, and, at the same time, create the conditions necessary to

preserve the sociological characteristics of the population living in the urban center.
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Planning and urban renovation in bologna involves many aspects of the history of
urbanization in postwar Italy, has had its own evolution, and is still, at the present
moment, in progress.

The first master plan for the city, adopted in 1955 and approved by the government in
1958 (piano Regolatore General [PRG]), did not change these initial choices. Bologna
now has a population of approximately 500,000. In 1951, it had 340,000 inhabitants.
About 80,000 people live in the historic center.

The new master plan adopted in 1960 (and approved in 1965 by the central government)
were intended to
1. Oppose the formation of speculative gains in the land and housing markets
2. Increase the role of public housing agencies in the shaping of development
3. Improve the housing conditions of the working classes and the low-income
groups
4. Rebalance Re development pattern, in the metropolitane area, orienting the
location of industries and preserving‘z’?gﬁ%ultural land
5. Project the historical heritage of theﬁban center. The plan specifically modified
all the regulations concerning demolitions in the historic center, and in so doing

it opened the way to the formation an original proposal for the urban center.

This is, in a nutshell, the essence of the bologna plan for the historic center: an ability to
tunction as a good (methodologically correct) restoration plan and an intention to project
the interests of the working classes living in the historic center, and, in so doing, to be a
program of integral conservation of the social, cultural, economic, and artistic

characteristics of a city.

The conservation program proposed by the Bologna Administration is aware of this
historical reality and of the nature and interests of the economic forces that are shaping
the city.The analytical work developed by the Bologna administration led to three major

products that represent the substance of the plan and the conservation program for the
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historic center: The proposals contained in the Bologna plan certainly represent one of
the most interesting innovations in Italian planning practice. Many cities, in this decade,
have adopted programs and a methodology inspired by those of Bologna and has shown

interesting results.

Bologna need not be a model for Venice, or for any other city; each of them has a
particular structure, deriving from its history, its particular problems, and its own social
and economic situation. Bologna shows simply that a coherent methodology and a
democratic decision-making process can do something to save the invaluable character
of the historic center. Bologna shown that the battle for a better city is not lost. Donald

Appleyard (1979)
2.6.2 Baltic experience

Transformation process of the three capitals is somewhat similar. The Hanseatic league
built Tallinn and %}iga as port towns, and largely influenced the transformation of

JUVE —
Vilnius through its trading activities. R

-

2

Riga and Tallinn, as port cities, have betteﬁf)temials to paint the picture of a free setting
for the market economy than Vilnius, which depends on its identity as a multicultural

city promote foreign investment.

Tallinn, considered as the best preserved Hanseatic town on the cost of Baltic sea, was
first mentioned in 1154 by the Arabic geographer Al-Idrisi. The medieval city structure,
street layout, squares, town walls and the esplanade along with the Town Hall,
guildhalls, armory, almshouses, churches, monasteries and ancient spires create a strong
urban character resulted by the Lubeck City Charter that ruled Tallinn for six centuries

since 1248.

The Baltic city, as any other colonial city, was no built for the locals but for the aliens

who came to rake the wealth of the periphery to the centre. The Soviets saw these cities
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as potential tourist attractions, and built hotels and improved necessary services for the

ViSItors.

The economic potentials of urban should have been made a reason for conservation. The
changes of uses should be controlled within the culturally desirable levels. The
continuing use of Tallinn as the port and use of its historic centre for administrative
functions are being sensible approaches, but day by day the administrative and

residential functions are being replaced by tourist oriented activities,

Urban conservation is a modern concept. Today, it represents an insistence on harmony,
over time, between a social group and its environment, while protection of this life style

is perceived as a major aspect of sustainable human development.

This conservation on heritage object, built fabric, but without much reference to

traditions, functions, and crafts that evolved with those objects.

Formation of new adéncies for the management of urban heritageais a healthy sign in all
cities. The Vilnius Old Town Renewal igeﬁﬁcy .(OTRA) established in 1996 is a
versatile organization that is able to muster{iﬁ? public and private funds, promote public
awareness and obtain public support for heritage management. The OTRA has prepared
a revitalization strategy for the Vilnius Old Town in 1995-1996, and an action plan for
years 2000-2005. The main tasks of OTRA are to develop and implement conservation/

renewal programs.

In Riga and in Tallinn, special agencies are created within the municipalities to shoulder

the responsibility of heritage protection.

The budgetary allocations for heritage protection, that are colossal within the capacity of
the national economies, suggest that these municipalities have been attracted by the

potential market value of heritage protection.

In Tallinn, foreign investors dictate the conservation activities as their local or foreign

architects often find a way through the legislature. The ejection of the economic disable
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locals severely threatens the aim of the protection of the urban heritage as a starting

point of a nation-state.

Sustainable development incorporated in the planning policy in the Baltic States rests on
an extreme degree of consensus, that sustainable development is more than right. Also,
the environmental impact assessments and similar issues in the Baltic countries deals
more with the nature and natural resources. Today, the concept is broadened with ides of
humanity, cultural heritage, and urban living being accommodated. This broadened
aspect enhances its potentials to deal with the idea of sustainable city. The Policy Report
on European Sustainable Cities finds the challenges of urban sustainability as, “... to
meet the social and economic growth of urban residents while respecting local, regional,

and global natural systems”.

By bringing the values if the cultural heritage to determine the carrying capacity,
development through conservation promotes such integration. Inclusion of social,
cultural, economi&® and environmental dimensions, while embsacing equity among the

(= R
urban citizens, it is possible to develop merg dynamic approach.

gt

The Management Guidelines for the Wc;r d Cultural Heritage Sites (1993,132) stresses
that, *... integrated conservation implies reconciling conservation requirements and
town planning activities, considering the values and interests of existing historic fabric
as equal in status to other factors in the general planning process”. The challenge of
development though conservation is based here. We need to find instrumental conditions
related to diverse body of environmental and management beyond securing a planning
process. The strength of land use planning and spatial planning as basic tools to initiate
such a condition is high. These tools, considering an evolved urban space as an element
interacting with its context in both static and dynamic ways, could promote a regional
framework. In Riga, where one could see better understanding between strategic
planning and traditional spatial and cross-sector planning, heritage protection is placed
to embark a socioeconomic progress. Grass root level local planning could use the

‘power of place’ to improve the live ability of the historic urban space. Urban design

23



., University of Moratuwa, Sri Lanka.

; -> Electronic Theses & Dissertations
&2  www.lib.mrt.ac.lk



., University of Moratuwa, Sri Lanka.

; -> Electronic Theses & Dissertations
&2  www.lib.mrt.ac.lk



., University of Moratuwa, Sri Lanka.

; -> Electronic Theses & Dissertations
&2  www.lib.mrt.ac.lk



., University of Moratuwa, Sri Lanka.

; -> Electronic Theses & Dissertations
&2  www.lib.mrt.ac.lk



., University of Moratuwa, Sri Lanka.

; -> Electronic Theses & Dissertations
&2  www.lib.mrt.ac.lk



., University of Moratuwa, Sri Lanka.

; -> Electronic Theses & Dissertations
&2  www.lib.mrt.ac.lk



., University of Moratuwa, Sri Lanka.

; -> Electronic Theses & Dissertations
&2  www.lib.mrt.ac.lk



., University of Moratuwa, Sri Lanka.

; -> Electronic Theses & Dissertations
&2  www.lib.mrt.ac.lk



., University of Moratuwa, Sri Lanka.

; -> Electronic Theses & Dissertations
&2  www.lib.mrt.ac.lk



., University of Moratuwa, Sri Lanka.

; -> Electronic Theses & Dissertations
&2  www.lib.mrt.ac.lk



., University of Moratuwa, Sri Lanka.

; -> Electronic Theses & Dissertations
&2  www.lib.mrt.ac.lk



., University of Moratuwa, Sri Lanka.

; -> Electronic Theses & Dissertations
&2  www.lib.mrt.ac.lk



CHAPTER 03

3.1 Introduction

I'he previous chapter described the concepts of conservation in different angles and the

attempt of the conservation while having that theoretical back ground. This chapter will

describe about the design of the research. The research incorporates the outcome of

previous chapter to set a guide line for further analysis. The conservation potentials

extracted out using layer method is to be tested for the social acceptability in the study

area by use of public perception surveys.

3.2 Research Design

I'he study found out elements which can model urban character of a place in chapter

two, which can be used in urban conservation a approach for a integrated developmjent

plan for a local area. They are as follows,

1. Monuments e

Symbols

£

urban patterns as defined by lots and streets;

the formal appearance of a building,

2
3
4. relationship between buildings and green and open spaces
5
6

interior and exterior of buildings as defined by

scale

size
construction
materials
color

decoration

7. the relationship between the town or urban area and its surrounding setting, both

natural and man-made;

8. the various functions that the town or the urban area has acquired over time;
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9. the places

10. way of life generated in the setting
11. groups of buildings

12. urban morphology

13. the locations

14. quality of life

15. social and economic growth

All above elements excluding 8, 14 and 15 are directly linked with physical
character of the place. In order to carry out the research, the study will adopt the layer

method to dissect the physical character.
The land use plan of study area (Baticaloa) is filtered using

* built up layer
* vegetatjon layer
* water bodies layer ey

)

,to identify heritage buildings;ﬁations and urban fabrics

[n addition to that historical information, maps, Arial photographs and historical pictures

are also used as aid.

Public perception survey is used random sampling method. At least 100 people
are to be used for the survey (Appendix j; questioner ). At least 72 people are selected
out of them and the others are from the residents of the area. Further they are to be

classified as follows,
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Total number of participants (100)

1

selected 28 ( person or organization )

Government offices 4
Security forces 4
N.G.O. 4
Politicians 4
Tourism sector 4
Trade unions 2
Fishing society 4 2
Sammurdi officers 2

Gramaniladari 2

\

Residents 72

{ 4 residential units from each of 18
G.N. Divisions) the units are to be
decided as follows

= From a built conservation
area if applicable

= From a built natural
conservation area 1f
applicable

" Remain randomly selected
to cumulate to 4 units

The collected data to be analyzed and s follows in order for demonstration of

conservation approach to urban development planning in Baticaloa area.
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CHAPTER 04

1.1 General Information and Background of the Study Area- Baticaloa City

1.1.1Geographical location

Hatticaloa is a city in the Eastern Province of Sri Lanka. It lies in 580824.828 M, North
and 598832.632 M East in the global positioning system (G.P.S) coordinates. It has a
heritage of its own. The city of Batticaloa is bounded on the North by the Eravur Pattu
pradeshiya Saba, on the East by Bay of Bengal, on the South by Kattankudy Urban
< ouncil and on the West by Batticaloa lagoon which separates the Manmunai West
Divisional Secretariat division and Manmunai North Divisional Secretariat division. The
Lastern side of the city is sandy and the Western side is sandy and gravel. The city is flat
with the exception of Puliyantivu which is a little higher than the rest of the area. The
city is between 1.20 M and 4.0 M above M.S.L. with scrub jungle and mangrove on the
Northern side bordering the lagoon. The annual rainfall is from 864 mm and 3081 mm
brought by the seaso,%al North — East monsoon and inter monsoon. The rainy season is
between October and January. The tempera@q;fis recorded between 25° C and 36° C.

Batticaloa Municipal Council limit coincides;.\i”zith the Manmunai North D.S. Division.

The city is connected to other parts of the island through two highways one starting from
Batticaloa to the North and the other to the South. The train service also starts from

Batticaloa and moves to the North. This city is 303 Kilometres from Colombo.
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$£.1.2. Baticaloa in the Context of National Development Scenario.(National

Physical Planning Policies )

fhe National Physical Plan presents the identified potential resources possessed by Sri

i_anka, the methods of utilizing them for development. These resources are:

tixclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)

» Petroleum deposits around the country

e Joining with the international air route network
e Maximum benefit from the Sea routes

e Proposed Asian Highway

o Proposed Fiber Optic network

e Availability of various skilled employees to work in foreign countries.

[t is an accepted fact that, sufficient attention has not been directed so far to obtain the
benefits from thesg resources. The workable metrologies are being identified and

suggested in the National Physical Plannlng@;cy and the Plan.

2

The process of acknowledging urban conﬁvation is disregarded in the national level

and it’s applicable for the study area too.

The Policies and projects with are included in the Nationat physical Plan are due to be
implemented under Regional Physical Plan and Local Plans. This will guide the planned
development at regional and local levels in accordance with the National Physical

Planning Policy and the Plan.

There for it's of an utmost importance to signify the importance of urban conservation in

local area development plan level.
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