COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE PRACTICES OF
TRADITIONAL PROCUREMENT METHOD AND THE
PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP IN HOUSING
DEVELOPMENTS OF

SRI LANKA

Nadaraja Jeyanthi

189613D

Thesis/Dissertation submitted in partial fulfilment of the requirements for the degree

Master of Science in Project Management

Department of Building Economics

Faculty of Architecture

University of Moratuwa

Sri Lanka

January 2024



DECLARATION

| declare that this is my own work and this dissertation does not incorporate without
acknowledgement any material previously submitted for a degree or diploma in any
other University or Institute of higher learning and to the best of my knowledge and
belief it does not contain any material previously published or written by another
person except where the acknowledgement is made in the text. | retain the right to use
this content in whole or part in future works (such as articles or books).

Signature: Date:

Nadaraja Jeyanthi

189613D

Department of Building Economics
University of Moratuwa

The above candidate has carried out research for the Masters dissertation under my
supervision. | confirm that the declaration made above by the student is true and
correct.

Name of Supervisor: Dr.K.K.Devapriya

Supervisor: Date:
Department of Building Economics
University of Moratuwa



ABSTRACT

This comparative study investigates the practices of traditional methods and public-private
partnerships (PPPs) in housing developments within Sri Lanka. With housing scarcity and
urbanization challenges escalating, understanding the efficacy of these approaches is critical
for informed policy-making. The study sets out three main objectives: firstly, to delineate the
extent of traditional methods and PPPs in current Sri Lankan housing projects; secondly, to
study the performance of these methods, pinpointing existing drawbacks; and finally, to
proffer recommendations for enhancing the PPP framework to better address housing
development limitations in Sri Lanka.

Employing a mixed methods approach, the study integrates quantitative and qualitative
analyses. Qualitative data collection involves interviews, focus groups, and document scrutiny
to ascertain the prevailing practices and perceptions surrounding traditional methods and PPPs.
Quantitative data, sourced through surveys and statistical analysis RII, substantiate findings
with empirical evidence regarding efficiency, cost-effectiveness, and stakeholder satisfaction.

The comparative examination reveals nuanced insights. While traditional methods, often led
by the government, exhibit familiarity and historical precedence, they frequently encounter
challenges such as bureaucratic delays and resource constraints. Conversely, PPPs, leveraging
both public and private sector expertise and resources, demonstrate potential for efficient
delivery and innovation in housing solutions. However, shortcomings such as limited
community engagement and financial sustainability emerge as significant concerns. By
fulfilling these objectives, this study contributes valuable insights for policymakers,
developers, and stakeholders invested in addressing Sri Lanka's housing challenges. Through
a nuanced understanding of traditional methods and PPPs, coupled with targeted
recommendations, this research endeavors to catalyze more effective and equitable housing
development practices in Sri Lanka.
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