!
]

BUILDINGS AND THE CITY : AN EXAMINATION OF THE DIAiOGUE

ESOIIEs

@000 86O Beprns. § @S
: e®0g®.

A DISCSERTATION PRECENTED To THE

UNIVEERSITY OF MORATUWA SRI LANKA
FOR THE
FINAL EXAMINATION
M.Sc. (ARCHITECTURE)

SHIRANTHI VEHALLA '.,' S)
FACULTY OF ARCHITECTURE \*; 0/ JuL 1997
UNIVERSITY OF MORATUWA V2 \ oS etcn
R iGN f
June~ 1997. s, 7

71572



e 1t is the grip of man upon nature. It is o human operation directed
with in the nature, a human organism both for protection and for work. lis a

creation. A created dialogue.

Buildings......... are also a human act, harmonious relationship between
perceived images. All the buildings we find in'the nature are creations of our

own spirit.

A city is a mighty image which strikes our minds. Why should not the city and

its buildings be, even today, a source of dialogue.

{The gist of many scholars.)
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ABSTRACT

Cities are urban settlements of people, in which they perform fhé drama of life. It
suggests his capacity to use his intellect and senSifiyé nature to organize physical
objects around for himself to lead a better way of life. However, in ever increasing
density in  buildings, a city is sometimes regarded as a mere physical object with
an esthetic gesture. It is felt essential, therefore, to remind ourselves that it is rather
a larger experience than a superficial, tangible object to the eye. Hidden or
unseen qualities in a city should be polished and refined to make it a better place
for living. '‘Dialogue’ exists between buildings and the city.is one such quadlity, which
strengthens the strong bond buildings and the city. The importance of dialogue
between buildings and the city is, thot it is quality which is essential to be seen in all

the successful cities in the world.

Therefore the 'dialogue’ between buildings and the city as a non physiccl quality
which relates qualitative experiences in cities is examined. Successful experiences
of the past, where the diclogue between buildings and the city is found, is being
discussed. Examples are discussed to ¢t to show the importance of the
dialogue created between buildings and the city as a gesture to make better

living environments for human beings.
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