
THE FUTURE OF SUSTAINABLE CONSTRUCTION IN 

SRI LANKA: AN ASSESSMENT OF PUBLIC INTEREST 

LITIGATION UNDER THE ENVIORNMNETAL LAW 

 

 

 

 

 
Gurunanselage Don Udeshika Chathurangi Harischandra 

 
(189542H) 

 

 

 
Dissertation submitted in partial fulfilment of the requirements for the  

degree of Master of Science in Construction Law & Dispute Resolution 

 

 

 
Department of Building Economics 

 
University of Moratuwa 

Sri Lanka 

 
June 2024



i 
 

DECLARATION 

I declare that this is my own work, and this dissertation does not incorporate without 

acknowledgement any material previously submitted for a Degree or Diploma in any 

other University or institute of higher learning and to the best of my knowledge and 

belief it does not contain any material previously published or written by another 

person except where the acknowledgement is made in the text. 

Further, I acknowledge the intellectual contribution of my research supervisor Ch.QS 

Mr. Vijitha Disaratna for the successful completion of this research dissertation. I 

affirm that I will not make any publication from this research without the name(s) of 

my research supervisor(s) as contributing author(s) unless otherwise I have obtained 

written consent from my research supervisor(s). 

Also, I hereby grant to University of Moratuwa the non-exclusive right to reproduce 

and distribute my dissertation, in whole or in part in print, electronic or other medium. 

I retain the right to use this content in whole or part in future works such as articles or 

books. 

 

 

……………………….. ………07/06/2024……. 

G.D.U.C. Harischandra                   Date 

 
 

I hereby acknowledge that Gurunanselage Don Udeshika Chathurangi Harischandra 

has followed the dissertation process set by the Department of Building Economics. 

 
 
……………………………..  ………………………... 

Ch.QS Mr. Vijitha Disaratna                             Date 

Dissertation Supervisor 



ii 
 

ABSTRACT 

The Future of Sustainable Construction in Sri Lanka: An Assessment of Public 
Interest Litigation under the Environmental Law  

The global push for sustainable development exerts significant pressure on the construction 
industry to adopt sustainable practices. This necessitates a balanced approach that considers 
environmental stewardship, social consciousness, and economic viability when making 
decisions, especially in developing nations like Sri Lanka. There's a growing recognition of 
the need for robust legal and administrative frameworks to address formulation and 
enforcement challenges in developing countries. Various international agreements advocate 
for sustainable construction alongside existing environmental law, crucial for achieving 
sustainable development goals. However, numerous studies highlight deficiencies in Sri 
Lanka's Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process, including legal loopholes, 
implementation hurdles, community awareness gaps, technological limitations, and 
insufficient public engagement. Additionally, Sri Lankan courts often draw inspiration from 
Indian jurisprudence, particularly regarding the evolution of Public Interest Litigation (PIL). 
This study aims to pinpoint these challenges and explore recommended practices in PIL to 
enhance sustainable construction in Sri Lanka.  

The research approach involved a thorough examination of literature, documentaries, case law 
review, and qualitative survey to achieve the research aim. To identify key shortcomings in 
the application of environmental law in Sri Lanka, a semi-structured survey involving expert 
interviews was carried out. Seven experts, selected through purposive sampling, were chosen 
for their expertise in sustainable construction and environmental law in Sri Lanka. The 
gathered information was then analysed using a manual content analysis approach. The study 
uncovers the absence of a reliable PIL tool in Sri Lanka thus far. It recommends industry 
practitioners in the construction sector to adhere to EIA process, aligning with global standards 
to streamline their operations while meeting cost, time, and performance objectives. These 
findings serve as foundational insights for academics and researchers to explore strategies for 
integrating PIL within the Sri Lankan context and addressing shortcomings in the application 
of environmental law.  
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