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ABSTRACT

Man'’s need to relate himself to familiar _'sigmﬁcarzt environments is deep
rooted. It is with this familiarization that he gets attached to the physical
environments and be identified with them. Emotional attachments thus formed
towards environments can be explained by the phenomenon of ‘Place’. And, the
presence of “Significant Places”, it can be stressed, is necessary in any

environment, in making them ‘people-friendly’. -

‘Making significant places’, which is geared and shaped by three contributive
forces, is understood as an essential process which promote the emotional
attachment of people towards any environment, be it a small individual entity

such as a house, or a large communal entity such as a town.

Town represents man as @ communal being while the home represents him as an
individual! Thus, the town, as well as-home shouild essentially possess the ability

to initiate belonginess within its people.

But, when Towns are ‘Planned’, there presence a great tendency for the deep
rooted psychological needs of man - need for emotional attachment, sense of
belonging - to be overlooked, due to more concentration been given on
quantitative and practical issues of a town. This is understood as ar unhealthy,
as well as unfriendly situation for its people in the long run.

Therefore, this particular study seeks to, understand the nature of a Tawn, and,

identify it as a collective compesition of several places, understand the concept
and constituents of “Place” and also the aspects of “Placemaking”, in view of
enabling places in environments, identify and discuss the influence of
contributiv e for ces in giving significance to "Places”, and, finally, observe the
ways and means of application of “Placemaking” aspects in “Planned Towns”,

by citing case studies from contemporary planned towns in Sri Lanka.



ACKNOWLEDGHENT « « o v oo e e e e e T
ABSTRACT . « o vo oo e e e T
LIST OF ILLUSTRATION. . oo oo oo III

CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

1.1 [mportance of the Study.........f............Dl

bt
[y

Background of the Study..................... 04

’-—l
w

Intention of the Study.......................03

1.4 Scope andl imitations. ..... SRS § 72

-
w

HEthOdO;usy..................................08

CHAPTER THO

THE TOQN : Town as a Collection of Places

2.1 The Town (An Introduction)...................08

2 Essenice of the ToOWO. . cn it it vt it ie v iei a1l

I
[y

2.3 Components of the Town.......................12
2.4 How Towns are Originated.....................18
2.4.1 Organic Towns................ e e 18
2.4.2 Planned Towns....................... .21

Town 85 a Collection of Places...............23

3
[¥)]



CHAPTER THREE

THE PLACE,
Its Constituents, Varieties and Significance

3.1 Concept of place....... .30
3.2 Constituents of Place...... .33
3.2.1 Location.... ... iiin i, e 37
3.2.1.1 Physical Attributes (Space)....39
(a) Quantative Dimension.......... 40
(b) Qﬁalitative Dimension.........45
3.2.1.2 Psychological Attributes....... 57
(a) Imagesbility...... B 58
{(b) Legibility............ ... ..., 59
¢l Continnity. ..81
3.2.2 Actavityhimih L e e e €2
3.2.3 Meanind...... ..B64
3.3 Types of places............. R &5
3.3.1 On Place......... .66
3.3.2 8ide Place. .. ... ...ttt iinnneann 67
3.3.3 Between Place. .. ..B68
3.5.4 In Place. .. . it e &9
3.3.5 Under Place .... ...ttt 70
3.3.6 Around Place............ T, 71

3.4 Significant Places, Sense of Place and
Placelessness.......... .72
3.5 Making Places... 74



-
h
f <

CHAPTER FOUR

PLACE MAKING: Making Significant Places
in Planned Towns

4.1 Placemaking .. i v it i i i it i et b et e e

4.2 Making Significant Places....... ...

4.3 Contributive forces in Making

Significant Places. ... ... i i vevrnnnnn

4.3.1 Cultural & Historical

Forces Associated with a place........

4.3.1.1 Cultural Forces..............
4.3.1.2 Historical Forces............

4.3.2 Functional Forceé ...................

4.3.3 Geodraphical forces. .. .. . it

4.4 Role Plave by Cont tive Jrees. .. .

4.5 Placemaking in plann

4.5.1 Importance of Making Significant
Plsces in planned Towns.............

4.5.2 Making Significant Places.......

CHAPTER FIVE

CASE STUDIES

An Observation on making Significant
Places in Planned Towns in Local Context

5.1 Ain snd Objectives of the Case Studies.....

5.2 Basis on Which places are Observed.. ...

5.3 Towns and their Important places..

--------------

75
78

78

80

- 80
83"

85

86
88
89

89

80

g3

a3

84



5.4 Case Study One: Planned Town- Dehiattakandiya

5.4.1 Introduction.......c. i imirimuennnn. '

.4.2 Physical setting of the Town....

.4.3 Potential Contributive Forces...

an en  Wn

.4.4 Potential Inportant Places.
5.4.5 Observation on Identified Places..

5.4.8 Sumnaryv. .. ... oe s

5.5 Case Study Two: Planned Town- Karallivadda

5.5.1 Introduction.......

5.5.2 Physical Setting of The Town.......... ,

5.5.3 Potential Contributive Forces.........

5.5.4 Patential Important BCES . ¢t tn 02 e v on

5.5.5 Ubservations on ldentical Places......

B 0.8 CUINMABT Y . . i vt it it et tetn o ce st
5.6 Concluding Rema8rKs.. ...t i i ie i tvarnennnon
CONCLUSIOR

BIBLIOGRAFPHY

g6
g8
88
‘98

111

136



