
A STUDY ON THE IMPACT OF LABOUR LAWS ON 

ROAD CONSTRUCTION PROJECT PERFORMANCE 

IN SRI LANKA  

 

 

 

 

Wijamunige Nilantha Wijesena 

 

189577 T 

 

 

 

Dissertation submitted in partial fulfilment of the requirements for the 

Degree of Master of Science in Construction Law and Dispute Resolution  

 

 

Department of Building Economics 

Faculty of Architecture 

 

 

University of Moratuwa 

Sri Lanka 

 

 

July 2024



 

i 

DECLARATION 

 

I declare that this is my own work and this thesis / dissertation does not incorporate 

without acknowledgement any material previously submitted for a degree or diploma 

in any other University or Institute of higher learning and to the best of my knowledge 

and belief it does not contain any material previously published or written by another 

person except where the acknowledgement is made in the text. I retain the right to use 

this content in whole or part in future works (such as articles or books). 

 

Signature:        Date: 

 

 

The above candidate has carried out research for the Master’s dissertation under my 

supervision. I confirm that the declaration made above by the student is true and 

correct. 

 

Name of Supervisor:  Prof. Yasangika Sandanayake 

 

Signature of the Supervisor:      Date: 

  



 

ii 

DEDICATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To my beloved family and the lecturers who have served as the 

greatest sources of motivation throughout this journey  



 

iii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

This research study would not be possible without the support and dedication of 

numerous people and organizations. I take this opportunity to express my gratitude to 

every one of them. First and foremost, I would want to convey my sincere thanks to 

Prof. Yasangika Sandanayake, who supervised my dissertation and provided 

encouragement, guidance, and support from the beginning to the end of the research. 

This dissertation would not have been possible without her guidance.  

I would like to sincerely thank the senior lecturers, professors, and the rest of the 

personnel at the Department of Building Economics for all of their support and 

guidance throughout this study. Special thanks go out to the interviewees who 

provided me with invaluable assistance to complete this research successfully by 

providing access to the data, connecting me with other prospective respondents, and 

offering gracious cooperation through knowledge-generating interviews.  

Finally, I would want to express my sincere appreciation to my family, my fellow batch 

mates, and everyone else who helped me in any way throughout the research. They 

gave me their unwavering support, wise counsel, and never-ending inspiration to 

complete the task successfully. 

  



 

iv 

ABSTRACT 

 

A Study on the Impact of Labour Laws on Road Construction Project 

Performance in Sri Lank 

This research delves into the examination of how labour laws impact the performance 

of road construction projects in Sri Lanka. Utilising a qualitative research approach, 

the study incorporated an extensive literature review and conducted semi-structured 

interviews with 15 subject matter experts. The collected interview data were analysed 

through content analysis. The study identifies key performance metrics relevant to road 

projects in Sri Lanka, encompassing quality, timely completion and labour utilisation. 

The findings reveal that labour laws wield a significant influence on project 

performance, time delays, quality issues, safety incidents, and worker productivity 

concerns. To mitigate these impacts, the study recommended measures such as 

enhancing compliance with labour laws, improving stakeholder engagement, and 

adopting best practices from global construction projects.  

The study acknowledges limitations, including its focus on the road construction sector 

in Sri Lanka and potential influences of broader socio-economic factors on project 

performance. The insights generated from this research hold significance for 

policymakers, project managers, and various stakeholders engaged in road 

construction projects in Sri Lanka. 
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